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Ho. OF REPS.· Fourteenth .Amendment-lrfr. Shellabarger. 42D CONG .... lST SESS. 

In my opening remarks upon this measure 
I shall not attempt to consider at all that state 
of the country which is supposed by a por­
tion of the people, and by the President of 
the United States in his recent message, to 
require additional legislation of the kind pro­
vided for in this bill. 1 shall confine myself 
to a consideration of the qualities of this bill, 
its relations to the Constitution, our power to 
enact it, and, if I have time, the justness and 
wisdom of the measure. 

In the first section of this bill it is provided­
That any person who, under color of any law. 

stntute. ordina.nce, regulation, custom, or usage of 
,iny State shall subject. or cause to be subjected, 
any pers;n within the jurisdiction of the United 
States to the deprivation of any rights, privileges, 
or immunities to which, as such citizen, ho is en­
titled under the Constitution or laws of the United 
States, shall, any such law, statute, ordinance, reg­
ulation custom, or usage of the State to the con­
trary n:itwithstancling, be liable to the 1rnrty injured 
in an action at faw, suit in equity, or other proper 
proceeding for redress;, su~h proqeedjng to be pros­
ecuted in the several cl1str1ct or c1rcu1t courts of the 
United States, &c. 

My first inquiry is as to the warrant which 
we have for enacting such a section as this. 
The model for it will be found in the second 
section of the act of April 9, 18BG, known as 
the "civil rights act." That section provides 
a criminal proceeding in identically the same 
case as this one provides a civil remedy for, 
except that the deprivation under color of 
State law must, under the civil rights act, have 
been on account of race, color, or former sla· 
very. This section of this bill, on the same 
state of facts, not only provides a civil remedy 
for persons whose former condition may have 
been that of slaves, but also to all people 
where, under color of State law, they or any of 
them may be deprived of rights to which they 
are entitled under the Const.itution by reason 
aud virtue of their national citizenship. 

The first inquiry, then, is naturally where is 
the constitutional authority, or, if you please, 
where is the constitutional impediment and1or­
izing or preventing such legislation'? It. is 
ubsolntely plain that if it was constitutional to 
puss the second section of the civil rights bill, 
then it is equally competent to pass into law 
this first section of this bill. Why do I say that? 
Because the same exact right is involved in 
each case. The constitutional right 11pon which 
it was competent to enact the second section 
of the civil rights hill was this: the civil rights 
bill was passed to enforce the provisions of 
the thirteenth article of amendments to the 
Constitution of the United States-was passed 
in virtue of the two provisions of that thirteenth 
amendment, one of which reversed and over­
threw the State constitutions creating slavery 
and prohibited the States from " denying" 
the slaves citizenship, turned them into citi­
zens; and the other, being the second section 
of that ameu<lment, gave Congress power to 
er.force this first provision by "appropriate 
legislation;" or, in other words, to enforce 
th~ rights of citizenship to which the slave was 
admitted by the act of his emancipation. 

That act, and I need not delay longer upon 
it, has already passed under the review of the 
supreme courts of at least three States of this 
Union, and I do not know of how mnny more; 
also under review of the circuit cou1·t of the 
United States of the district of Kentucky. 
J"ustice Swayne, in his opinion in that last­
named case, an opinion exceedingly elabor• 
ate, exceedingly exhaustive, exceedingly able, 
sums up his conclusions by saying, " We have 
no dc>ubt of the constitutionality of every pro­
vision of this act." 

The exact legal effect of these decisions1 
sustaining the constitut.ionality of the civil 
rights bill, .is to declare that the result of two 
constitutional provisions, one saying that the 
States shall not niake citizens slaves, and the 
other s11yi11g that Oougress may, by appropri­
ate legislation enforce the first provision, is 

to authorize Congress to define and punish as 
a crime a<>'ainst the United St,ates any act of 
deprivati;n of the rights of the newly made 
American citizenship. That is the point, 
effect, and result precisely of these adjudica­
tions. If that is law, then that is the end of 
the discussion as· to the right of Congress to 
pass this first section, because, surely, if the 
thirteenth amendment did so much as this, the 
far more explicit, complete, and careful _pro­
visions of the fourteenth much more did 1t by 
declaring all our people United States citizens; 
declaring that no St.ate shall make or enforce 
any law abridging their privileges or immuni­
ties as such ; declaring that the States shall not 
deny them equal protection of these equal 
laws, and then declaring that Congress shall 
have power, ?Y appropriate legi~l~tion, to 
enforce the e11Joyment of these pnv1leges of 
citizenship by seeing to it that the laws do 
not abridge them nor the States withhold pro­
tection to them. 

Then, Mr. Speaker, there is no doubt, there 
can be no rational doubt, of the right to enact 
the first section of this bill, provided the civil 
rights bill and the adjudic.ations ~nd~r that bill 
in the several States and m the c1rcmt court of 
the United States be in accordance with ajust 
judicial interpretation of the Constitution in 
that regard. And how can there be a doubt 
abont a question like that? To say in our 
Constitution that all our people in the States 
shall be United States citizens, and also citi­
zens of the St:,tes; to add this as a curative: 
new and additional part of the instrument, anct 
in it to say that State laws shall not be made 
or enforced to abridge these rights of United 
States citizens nor the States deny protection 
of these rio-hts under law, and that Congress 
may enforc~ these provisions securing these 
rights, and then to say that Congress can do 
no such thing as nllike any Jaw so enforc­
ing these rights, nor opeu the United States 
courts to enforce any such laws, but must 
leave all the protection and law-making to the 
very States which are denying the protection, 
is plainly and grossly absurd, 

The section being in its terms carefully con­
fined to giving a civil action for such wrongs 
against citizenship as are done under color of 
State laws which abridge these rights, it goes 
directly to the enforcement of that provision 
which says the State shall not make or enforce 
any law which shall abridge any privileges or 
franchises of citizens. 

With these remarks in regard to the consti­
tutionality of the first section, I have a single 
remark to make in regard to the rule of iuter­
pretation of those provisions of the Constitu­
tion under which all the sections of the bill are 
framed. This act is remedial, and in aid of 
the preservation of human liberty and human 
rights. All statµtes and constitutional pro­
visions authorizing s-uch statutes are liberally 
and beneficently construed. It would be most 
strange and, in civilized Jaw, monstrous were 
this not the rule of interpretation. As has 
been again and again decided by your own 
Supreme Court of the United States, and every­
where else where there is wise judicial inter· 
pretation, the largest latitude consistent with 
the words employed is uniformly. given in con­
struing such s,tatutes and constitutional pro­
visions as are meant to protect and sefend and 
give remediee for their wrongs to all the 
people. These provisions of the fourteenth 
amendment are wholly devoted to securing the 
equality and safety of all the people, as is 
this section, and, indeed, the entire bill. In 
deciding whet.her the section or the bill is war• 
ranted by this fourteenth amendment, ought 
not the fact that it is so eminently just and fair, 
so eminently in 11,ccordance with the spirit of 
our institutions, so wholly devoted to the sin, 
gle and sublime work of preserving the ri.ghts 
and liberties and government of all the peo,ple, 

and which gives not a power, except such as 
is, by the language employed, carefully con­
fined and consecrated to the sacred duty of 
protecting the people and their Government, 
to have mighty weight in det~rminin~ the qu~s­
tion of the power to make 1t? Chief J ust1ce 
Jay and also Story say: 

• 1 Where a power ii remedial in its nature there is 
much reason to contend that it ought to be construed 
liberally, and it is generally adopted in the inter­
pretation of laws.''-1 Story on Constitution, st:,c. 429. 

In the great case of Gibbons vs. Ogden (9 
Wheat.) the Supreme Court were urged to de­
cide that the powers held by the Umted States 
as against the States, in virtue of the clause 
giving power to mnke all laws necessary and 
proper to carry into execution the granted 
powers, were only such as would be given under 
a strict construction of these words. The words 
of Marshall in reply were: "There is not one 
sentence in the Constitution which prescribes 
this rule. We do not, therefore, think our­
selves justified in adopting it." And it is with 
infinite force that Mr. Story reminds them who 
throughout our history have striven to deprive 
the United States of its just powers for the 
defense of the peo'ple and the Union, and to 
leave all power and sovereignty in the States, 
since the Union was formed " to establish 
justice, insure domestic tranquillity, to pro­
vide for the common defense, promote the 
general welfare, and to secure the blessings 
of liberty to the people and their posterity;" 
that-

.. H would be mockery to ask whether these are 
odious objects." * * * * H 'fhat pecu­
lilirsanetity have the State governments m the eyes 
of the people beyond these objects'/ Are they not 
framed for the same general ends? ·was not the 
very inability of the State governments snitahly to 
provide for our national wants. national independ­
ence, and national protection, the very gr,ou11d-work 
of the whole system ?"-1 Storv on Constitution, sec­
tion 415. 

Surely, having in mind the beneficent pur­
poses of the fourteenth amendment, and con­
struing it in the light of these rules laid down 
by Marshall and Story, you do find in that 
amendment that power for protection of the 
citizens of the United States which this first 
section invokes. 

I now come to the second section of the bill. 
That section, in brief, is one which seeks to 
supply the alleged deficiencies of the sixth 
section of what is called the enforcement act 
of May, 1870, enforcing the provisions of the 
fifteenth amendment. It is alleged that that 
act, where it defines and punishes criminally a 
conspiracy of two or more persons to deprive 
a citizen of the United States of any right to 
which he is entitled under the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, falls worthless, be­
cause of its too great generality and vagueness 
in the description of the particular act that 
shall constitute the crim&. It is any conspir­
acy to deprive a citizen of any right. It is 
also alleged as to that section, that being found 
in the body of an act which is confined in its 
general scope to the enforcement of the fif. 
teenth amendment and the right to vote, it 
will be construed in the light of the compan­
ionship in which it is found, on the principle 
noscitur a sociis; and that being so construed, 
it will be held to apply only to rights of which 
the citizen is deprived in regard to the matter 
of voting. For the purpose of removing both 
those doubts and questions, if there be any, 
(and I think there is a just and fair ground 
of doubt upon that matter,) we have inserted 
this second section of the bill. It provides-

That if two or more persons shall, within the lim­
its of any State, band or conspire together to do any 
act in violation of the rightshprtvileges, or immun­
ities of a,notber person, w ioh, being committed 
within a place under the sole and exclusive jurisdic­
tion oftho United States, would, under any law of the 
United States then in force, oonstitntA the erime 
of either murder, manslaughter, 111ayhem, robbery, 
assault and battery, perjury, subornation of perjury, 
criminal obstruction· of leg_al process or resistance 
of ofiicers in discharge of ollicial duty, arson, ,or lat-
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solidly voted to keep them out, and shouted in 
coarse, guttural tones, ''unconstitutional!" 

And now, when your disbanded confederate 
brothers, who, in violation of their parole, and 
in disguise and m~sked, (n the ~ead )10urs of 
the night are ho!drng their meetrng;s Ill wo~ds 
and caves, plottrng the murder and assassm· 
ation of Union men and poor defen~eless 
women, and when Government revenue officers 
are menaced, and the cry of the victims comes 
to us from nearly every southern Stnte to shield 
them from the mur<lerous h,rnds of these vil­
lains and assassins who prowl mnsked at mid­
night, shonting; their exultations in t:he midst 
of their devilish and bloody carlllval, you 
Democrats say "nnconstitntional,'' "revolu• 
tion," '' o'ppr.,ssion ;" and when we attempt 
to amend the Constitution, you swe,1r that is 
unconstitutional. 

Mr. Speaker, [ have no doubt but when our 
Democratic friends shall have uttered their 
last shout on earth against ltcipublieanisrn and 
progress and protection to Arn:-ricun citizens, 
and shall appe,ir at the great JtHJgment seat,, 
and when Satan shall close up his bill of sale 
on these Democratic <lisloyul polit.icians who 
offered no prayer during the entire war for our 
success, but clogged 11µ t.he wheels of progress, 
they will, when lie callB them home to himself, 
say t,o him, ·'8ata.n, this is clearly tu1cot1~litn­
tional." [Great laughter.] 

Mr. Speaker, Olli' duty i~ to gi vc protPclion 
to every American, not only in ou,· own bad, 
but wherever on the civilizer! e:nLh ho may he 
found. Our flag is broad eno11g;h to COV<'r ull 
its citizens on tho civilized glohe, ancl when 
we fiud degenrmlto nnd trnitornu,; rdrnls, in 
violation of Lhoir parolo, on sunender of the 
1·ebel 111'1l1ieR, with the sarrni muslrnts, org11niz• 
ing into political cliinR, with horrid 1tnd 1,lns­
phemous oaths, with grips, signs, and secret 
pass•wordH, who8o ttim is, through murrl<'r, ar• 
son. 1111d intimidation, rual whipping of \V()(llt!n, 
to deprivti the A mc>rican eitizon ot any ol' his 
rights und<,r the Cn1rntitntio11, and cspPeially 
the lmllo1, the den.rest right oi' n, l'n•-,mnn, in 
order Lo µ;ivo this rebel and ,lisloyal 1)(•1110· 
crntic party South th<) politieal cnntrul of the 
so11thern St>ltes, Congn.,ss should pr(Jvide, 
by proper legisln.tio11, the moat, string,,111. laws 
for tlu:ir prot1•ction; and, if IH:ecssary, 1 wonltl 
go so far, they h,tvi11g failed to maintain a 
rq1ublicau form of governuHrnt,, aA to rcm,w,l 
them to milit.ary rule, uudur control of Con­
gress; for I hold that wli<in n rnpnuli,1!111 form 
of governnrnnt is cste1blislrnd itnd 11~ "con,li• 
tion lo tl,e ndrnissio11 of n St.nu•, the· l•'ederal 
Constit11tior1 irnplic,s a n1ai11te1rn11cc of that 
Co11stitutio11, and if' the ,:vid""ce is condusivn 
that. these late rnbcllions Statc,s simply acl,,pt<'d 
the constitutions to g,d" iulmission as 8tate:, 
and to gel, rcprescutatio11 in Co11gn'ss, 1111d then 
deliberately or permissively refus<'S, through 
her n:bel courts and juries :111d witnesses, to 
secnre to !he lny,d lllen tli()ir rights under the 
Federal Constit.ution, then the right of Con· 
gress to exPreise its pow<'r to nmi11t"i11 such 
Constitut.ion by national legislation, where the 
State foils to do so through compiracy or !'or 
any othet· canse, is V<H'Y cl<ear aud unques­
tionable in my mind, aud should at once be 
exercised. 

.Mr. Speaker, we arc told hy Democratic 
friends, by word and printed speeches, that no 
necessity exists for additional legislation ; that 
there is no such organiz:1tio11 as Ku Kl11x 
which is gen'lral or dangerons in the sout.h0rn 
St.ates r< q,1iring l~gislat.io11, evPn if they <:on~ 
ceded to ~s the consLitutional right to do so, 
1 now propose to show the falsi,y of ti at 
denial, and will prove from the most reliable 
testimony that such an institution does exist 
in nearly all the southern States; and, first, that 
its members are all Democrats; s1:coud, its 
object and ritual is to intill)idate and murder 
leading Republicans and whip o.nd scoLirge 
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negroes and Republican voters in order to 
drive them from the country or to their support, 
and to give the Democratic party political 
power; third, that its secret oaths demand 
pe1j11ry to screen its members who are guilty 
of crime, when arrested, and in all its bearings 
is wicked, unlawful, malignant and devilish; 
and lastly, thnt the Democratic party North 
stand 11s the apologists for these crimes, and 
hope to reach success by their perpetration 
and continuance, and its continuance is by 
them deemed essential to their political suc­
cess in 1872. 

I find, upon examination of the testimony 
taken before the Senate investigating com· 
mittee, and sent to Congress ·by the Presi­
dent in his message on southern outrages, 
tho following oath of this Democratic organ· 
izat.ion: 

"You solemnly swear in tho presence of Almighty 
God that you will never reveal the name of the per­
son who initia.to<l you; and tha.t you will never ro­
VHal what is now n.bout to come to your knowledge; 
n.ncl that you11r0 not now ii member of the Red String 
Order, Union League, Uoroes uf America, Grant! 
Anny ot' tho Republic. 01· any other orgtLniz,Ltion 
whoso aim nnd intention is to destroy tho rights of 
tho South. or of the St>1tes, or of the people, or to 
elevn,to tho negro to u. political cqun.lity with your­
solJ'; a,nd tlrntyouaroopposod to all such principles: 
so help you GOll. 

"Yon forth er swear before AlmlghlyGod that you 
will bo truo to tho 1►rinclplos ofthi::J brotherhood ttnd 
the niembor::; thereof'; a.ud that you wil.l nevor revon.l 
,wy of tlw :-;(•erot:-i, ordors, acts, or ed1ct:-1, antl thiit 
ynu will never nrnke known to u.ny person, not it 

iu1own UltH11l,m· of thi.:-J brothnrhood, ih:tt you are a. 
rnomber yourself, or who a.ro mom hors; and that you 
will novu'r :\s~i::-it in initiating- ontllow to bo ini tia.t.ud, 
if you fl1Ul provnnt it, n.uy ono bel()nging to the l{ctl 
String Onl1.1r, Union Lcu.gno. Herotis of America., 
Oru.nd Al'<UY of tho Republic, or any one holdi"g 
Rn,<lic1Ll view:-J or opiuions: u.n<l should nny member 
of this bruthorho0tL or thoir families, bo in d1tnger, 
you wilt iuform th()m of their danger, and if neces­
M111·y, you will go tu thoir u.ssista.rn!o; ami thn.t yo11 
will opposo all ltadi<ml~ u.nd nogrnos in all hf their 
politioiil designs: 11.nd that should nny R:1d1c11l or 
Hl'~ro impo8e on, abuse, or i11jure any member of 
thi.:-1 brothcrhooll, you will nssistin punishing him in 
iwv ma,u11t!r tlto c,~mJ) urns direct. 

'' You further swe,"·tlrnt. you will obey all calls nnd 
sn 1umon;-;080 f tho ch icf of yourca.mr> or brotherhoo<l, 
slwuM it be in .}'trnr powor so to <lo. 

"(Ji ve11 npon this, your obligation, that yon will 
J\()Vl1 r gi vc th l~ word ol d 1strcss unles:3 you u,re in groat 
nc\c1l of 11,K.:-ii~t,nnce; nnd should you hoa1· it given by 
a,11y brother. you will go to hi:-; or thoit· n~sistauco; 
n111l :,;honhl ttnY member rovoal any of tho sccrot:-., 
n.ct~, order~. or edict~ of tlrn brnt.hnrhood, ;\'OU wil I 
!l)'!)olii,.t in punb,hlng him in u.ny way tho c:unJ) may 
,lirnct 01· approve or: so help you llotl." 

Mr. Sperikcr, yon will see that no soldier 
who defended the flag of his country could be 
taken into this Ku Klux Klan. It must be the 
pure rebel Democracy. I presume ns the 
U niou soldier appro,iche<l these Democratic 
concl,wes he wouill h<mr tho voice of these 
t11a:;ked villains, louder Limn tlrn voice from 
the li<lrning bqsh to l\Ioses, sayi11g to him, 
"Corne 1101, near this consecrated spot., where 
Democrats in midnight conclave are plotting 
the asRassinationofthe loyal men who defended 
yonrflag" And now, sir, I give the testimony, 
taken before the mme Senate committ.ee, oftbe 
duties required of the members of that organ· 
izntion, fro1n the sa.111e witness: 

"Q11e,tion, Upon the oath ndministored, tl1e mode 
of procc<lnre p1·oscribcd 1 n.nd tho government of the 
organiz,Hion. $0 fa.r as you have observed, are the 
membcrH bonud to earry ont the <lee recs of the ortlcr, 
if t.lrny in vol vn lllUHh~r anll a.s:-;a..:ssination '? 

•·An.s-we>·. l think t-o, sir. lf it w:1~ decided to take 
the lit"(1 of :1 ma.11, a ca.mp is: ordered to execute tb.e 
sentence. nnd i::; bound to do it.. 

•· Qucsl·inn. What would be the penalty if any in em­
ber refused 'I 

"Answer. I do not know that nny penalty wa.0 pre­
scribed for that. A Ul('mber cunlll excu::;e himt:elf 
from :1ttenda.nce at meeti11gs- or frnm gniHC' upon 
r.iitls if ho hall a, proper excuse. Thn penalty pre­
scribed in th(} n•gulat.ions for the puuishmcnt of 
any mt~mbor who should disclose the ~~crct:s of tho 
order was tlt~ath. B;1ch member wa:i informe<l upon 
his iuitia.rion that if he <lisclosecl the secrets of the 
org,111iia.tiou ht~ should be the first viulim. 

•• {Jne!i·Uon. If nny arrests shou!d be made hy the 
civil authorities for murJers or other crimes com­
rnittctl in pur:-iuauco of the dccret~s of a, ca.mp, to 
whnt extent diJ t.he oblig-."ltiom-; of member::3 bind 
them to assist and Ill'otcct each other? 

"An•we,-. To w:1aterer ext cut was in their power. 
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"Queation. Did it go to the extent of giving testi­
mony in behalf of each other or of acquitting if upon 
t1 jury'/ _ 

"Ane1oe1·. I tliink tht1t was one of the objects and 
intentions of the organization, tha.t a. Person on the 
witness-stand or in the jury.box should disregard 
his oath in order to protect a member of the organ• 
ization." 

And another witness testifies that all its mem• 
hers are Democrats. Purely a political organ• 
ization in the interest of Democrats, and the 
results of whose murders, whippings, and assas• 
sinations are to inure to the benefit of the 
Democratic party, either by compelling the 
loyal negroes and whites Lo abandon the coun­
try or to give their support to the Democratic 
ticket to secure them in life, person, and prop• 
erty. Mr, Speaker, I can only give the affida­
vit of one more witness who was a member of 
the Ku Klux Klan, whose testimony l find in 
the published report of the Senate committee 
establishing all the charges I have made: 

J~. U. Blanchar(l, a citizen of Abmanee county, 
North Carolina, being duly sworn. deposes and 
swears [LS follows: 

I was initiatetl as a member of the organization 
of \Vhite Brotherhood about two years ago. I was 
initiatecl by George Mebane; thero were about six 
present, all in disgui,e,save Younger, .Mebane w:ts 
in clisgui~o until after I wits initi_a.te<l; then he t<,lOk 
off his false faeo. Tho others I did not know. Atter 
Younger and myself were initiated wo were asked 
"what wo camo there for." I answered, l did not 
krnnv. They said." Wo had you brought hero to 
tnake something in the shaoo of a coffin for to put at 
Josopb McAd,tm's door to scare him." I tolci them, 
that i."'.I somct.hing I cannot do. Some of tho pa.rty 
told me thitt if I Jiu not do it I would be li,t, gccl, 
and 1,ut ,i rope 11rounLI my oeck, aml one of them 
run up u. tn~e with n. ropo in his bandd, n.nd some 
on~ said "lloltl on.'' Thero the tntLtter stopped. I 
nssistcd in making tho oofli11 orb •x. I dicl this, fonr­
ing that if I did not I would be punished with cleMh, 
o,s I thought, After mtikiug this box it, was left in 
tho shop, which was an open one. On tho next 
morning tho collin was missing, The coffin was 
finished on t:i,iturcfay. 'J'.'he next I heard of th is was 
tlu,t tho eollin was placed at Mr. l\foAdttm's door, I 
did not know the parties that placed ,it the door of 
l\lr. McAdnrn this coffin. 

I never ,ifterivitrd luul anything to do with the 
orga.nizittion, bccttuse. from tho above, I wns led to 
hclicvo that its purposes were wrong. 

1 woulcl lrnve exposed the wbole tiling at the time 
if 1 lu,cl not boon afru.i<l of boi"g punisbecl by dettth 
by the organization, I do not think any m,in could 
hiive boen c,mvict,,J by tho civil authority, for the 
roason that we wure bound to swear for our com-­
ra.clc~, even to the extent of an alibi, and no power 
bllt the military could have broken it up, I never 
had n. gown; I was never in dh:gui;:;e. This organ­
ization wns for tho µurposo of tho advatrncmont of 
the interests of the Conserv,itive party, 

:F. U. BLANCHARD. 

Sworn ant! subscribecl before me. Auirust. 17, 1870. 
w. A. ALBRIGH'r, a. s. u. 

I 110w reply to so much of the Democrntic 
<fonial of the murders, assassinations, nnd 
whippings of loyal Uepublicans which occurred 
in four counties of North Carolina within the 
period of eighteen months, and in all cases the 
victims were ltepublicans; and in no Olle sin­
gle case were the perpetrators of these crimes 
brought to j11stice, but the courts, offieers and 
judges, connived and winked at these hellish 
atrocities: 

Lincoln count11. 
Harriet Q,1ickel, black, whipped and shot. 
i'am Ward, wife, and daughter, black, whipped. 
Rufus Friday nnd wife, black, whipped. 
James J<'a.11,. black. whipped, 
Charles Sumner, black, whipped and robbed of 

fifteen dollar,. 
John Connely, black. whipped and shot. 
Willi.tm .Magbeo, black, robbed in the woods of 

all his money. 
Reuben Litton, hl,wk, whipped 11nd shot .. 
Jerry Wood, black, whipped and driYen from 

home; life thro.itened if he returned. 
J. Ba.rringer, black, whipped a.ntl driven from 

home; lifo tbrcatcned if he retnrnerl. 
Rufus Ilindhardt, black, whipped and shot dan-

gerously. 
E. Wilfong, black, whipped nndshot dangerously. 
Peter Hoover. black, whipped. 
Lawson Frid,ty, black, whipped and shot. 
S. Motz, bhwk, whipped 
John Miller, white, whipped nnd shot. 
Adeline Fisher. white, whipped. 
.Mary Fisher, white, whipped. 
SaJly }'isher, wbitc, whipr,ed. 
J. l\1c:\1ellen, white, whipped. 
Jeff. Herndon, black, house robbM of two guns, 
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Alama-nce county. 
W,a11t Outlaw, colored, hung. 
W'i;iiam Puryear, colored, drowned. 
Caswell Holt. colored, whipped and shot. 
Murphy Reeves, white, shot. 
Hamilton Bren, colored, whipped. 
Joseph Harney, colored, whipped, 
S9uire Alston, colored, whipped. 
Vi illiam Harniday, white, whipped. 
Alonzo B. Corliss. white, whipped. 
John Ringstaff, white, whipped. 
Leonard Rippy, white, whipped. 
Sandy Sellers, colored, whipped. 
Nathan Trollinger, colored, whipped., 
William Simpson, white, whipped, 
Anthony Foster, white, whipped. 
Polly G.1ppins and daughter, white, whipped. 
John Baron, white, whipped. 
T. Sidd~II, white, whipped. 
l<eorge Rippy, colored, whipped. 
Andy Shaffner. colored, whipped. 
Eli Outlaw, colored, whipped. 
Lily Alston, colored, whipped. 
Alfred \Vhite, colored, whipped. 
Arch. Duke, colored, whipped. 
Don Worth, colored, whipped, 
James Cole, colored, whipped. 
John Overman, white. whipped. 
John Bass, colored, whipped. 
J'ohn ];'oust, colored, whipped, 
Amos Forshea, colored, whipped. 
Henry Holt. colored, whipped. 
Levi Dickey, colored, whipped. 
Alvis Pichard, white, whipped. 
Lizzie Elmore, white, whipped. 
Clay Thompson, colored, whipped. 
James Long, colored, whipped. 
Bill Long, colored, whipped. 
Porter Mab em. colored, whipped. 
,Tohn Baron, white, whipped. 
Monroe Freeland, colored, whipped. 
Hamilton Puryear, colored, whipped. 
Harney Albright, colored, whipped. 
Moses Albright, colored, whipped. 
Lindsay Kinnery, colored, whipped. 
John Albright, colored, whipped. 
S,illy Holt and daughter, white, whipped. 
John Linins, white, whipped. 
Alfred Hnrtwell, colored, whipped. 
Thomas Foust, colored, whipped. 
M:ttilda Foust, colored, whipped, 
Rachel Foust, colored, whipped. 
Alfred \Vhite, colored, whinped. 
Duncan Hazel, colored, whipped. 
John White, colored, whiJJped. 

Catawba county. 
Newton Willfong, colored, whipped and shot. 
A. L. Ramsour, white, whipped. 
])}lihth l!'inger, colored, whipped. 
Newton Killian, colored, whipped, 
Sidney Mutts, colored, whipped. 
Lawson Blackburn, colored, whipped. 
George Conly, colored, whipped. 
,Jim Coulter, colored, whipped, 
Robert Sawyer, colored, whipped. 
Rufus Rhinehart, colored, whipped. 
Steven Worlich, colored, whipped. 
Isaac Robinson, colored, whipped. 
Daniel Bullinger, white, whipped. 
Letty Willfong, white, whipped. 
Maria Probst, white, whipped. 
Bob Robinson, colored, whipped. 
Michael Petrie. white, whipped. 
Peter Young, white, whipped, 
Mahala Willfoug, white, whipped. 
John Fowler, white, whipped. 
William Hall, white, whipped. 
Henry Bost, white, whipped. 
l\1ony Carpenter, white, robbed 
:Mr. Speairnr, with ail this fearful array of 

crime and villainy in four counties of North 
Carolina sworn to by Federal officers, Demo­
crats and Republicans, men on this floor say 
to the country that no disorder prevails, and 
that these charges are made for political effect. 
Sir, I am astonished to find how the blinded 
partisan can so far forget the rights of Amer• 
ican citizens and a common humanity as to 
become on the floor of the American Con­
gress the willing apologist of the assassin, 
the murderer, and the whippers of defenseless 
women. And when the courts of these States 
and officers of the law and juries conspire to 
defeat justice and punish crime, and the strong 
arm of the Federal Government interposes to 
give them protection, we are met with the 
charge that Congress is transcending its con• 
stitutional authority and infringing upon the 
rights of the States by protecting life, person, 
and property in those States where the State 
io powerless, by reason of conspiracy among 
its rebel officers, to afford protection to its 
loyal citizens. 

Mr. Speaker, I warn my Democratic breth­
r.en on t!;ie other side of the House to beware 

Fourteenth Amendment-JJfr. Pool. 

how they encourage lawlessness and murder in I 
the ranks of their southern friends, which may 
in the end culminate in another civil war, for 
should such a calamity agaiu come upon the 
country by your aid and counsel the loyal and 
scarred patriot, remembering the past, will 
close up that country, leaving it as God found 
the world, void and without form, and leaving 
in it no living thing. The fate of Sodom and 
Gomorrah will await it. 

Mr. Speaker, since the commencement of 
the discussion of this bill I have been pained 
to see gentlemen on the other side of the 
House, who turned their backs on that flag 
[pointing to the flag over the Speaker's chair] 
and followed the lone flag with the serpentine 
emblem through our terrible conflict for four 
long years, and wheu, the war closed, their 
political and rebellious sins, which were as red 
as scarlet, we have washed by amnesty white 
as wool, dictating to us what laws were con· 
stitutional. Sir, I think that modesty would 
snggest to them silence for a while for their 
political pardon and a reasonable probation 
before full disclosures of their intentions. 

Mr. Speaker, in the midst of the solemn 
awe of the nation, when Democratic gentle­
men on the other side of the House are pictur­
ing to their imaginations the overthrow of the 
Constitution by a Radical Congress, and the 
subversion of the rights of the States, and 
the wisdom of the nation is devising legisla· 
tion to protect her citizens, and the Constitu · 
tion hangs poised on the verge of destruction, 
and all eyes are gazing on the uncertain and 
fearful result, I hear a timely voice, a faithful 
Democratic sentinel holding to our trembling 
lips the healing panacea. I find this in the 
person of my distinguished Democratic col­
league from the third district of Indiana, [Mr. 
KERR,] and to him the nation owes a debt of 
gratitude for the timely discovery, solving the 
difficult constitutional problem which meets 
the emergency. 

On the night of the 27th of March my worthy 
and distinguished colleague might be found at 
the hour of midnight reclining upon his Dem· 
ocratic couch, his brain racked with care and 
anxiety for the salvation of the Constitution. 
White-robed specters and masked figures ap· 
pear before him, deep sleep falls upon him, and a 
vision a.ppears to him, and a loud voice awakes 
him from his slumber and says to him, '' Write 
the things which I say unto you." And he 
awoke from his slumbers, and a light shone 
upon him as brilliant as that which appeared 
to Paul on his way to Damascus, the only 
difference being that Paul's light came down 
from above and his appeared from below. It 
was the voice of Jefferson Davis, solving the 
problem how to bring peace to the South. Strip 
the white robe from the person of the assassin 
and the mask from his brow. Hear my col­
league. I quote from his speech of I\Iarch 28, 
as I find it in the Globe, from which I take 
two extracts, as follows : 

"Give them back the utmost freedom of local self. 
government, of which you have so long and unjustly 
deprived them; remove from them all disabilities, 
anu thus invite them to assume again all tbe rights, 
capacities, and responsibilities of freemen." 

Again he says, in the concluding paragraph: 
"Then the South will become the cheerful hand­

maid to all other sections of our country in bearing 
our burdens and discharging our national obliga­
tions." 

Sir, this is the Democratic remedy for all the 
evils that surround us. Give back to these 
States the four million bondmen who are now 
free, give full pardon and amnesty to Jeff. 
Davis, and restore him and bis confederates 
to power, ~nd then the work is accomplished 
and the dove of peace will brood over us for 
all time to come, and tho wail of their mnrdered 
victims will cease. 

Sir, I cannot, for one, consent to !ake the 
remedy; to me it is worse than the disease. 

SENATE. 

No vote of mine will ever give general amnesty 
to the leading and intelligent rebels who led 
the ignorant masses to rebellion while I can 
see one maimed soldier or hear the crutch 
of the limping soldier on your pavement, or 
the wail of one widow who gave her protector 
in defense of the American flag. 'l'hese men 
should thank God that a merciful Government 
permits their vile and treasonable carcasses to 
exist on earth, to be hated of all men, and 
despised by God Himself. 

Sir, there are greater calamities than Ku 
Klux organizations which might befall our 
Republic. If, by ap:;i.thy and indifference of 
the Republican party, or dissensions in our 
ranks by the struggling politicians seeking ele­
vation to place aud to power, the Democratic 
party should triumph in 1872, their political 
leaders in their Legislatures and conventions 
and speeches openly proclaim the unconsti­
tutionality of all the amendments of the Con• 
stit.ntion upon which reconstruction is based, 
and, if honest in these declarations, must, on 
coming into power, procure their repeal. The 
proposition to the people of the United States 
hinted at in the American Senate by a dis­
tinguished Senator from Kentucky, and in­
dorsed by a Representative from the same State 
in t.his House at the close of the last Congress, 
indicates with unerring certainty, should they 
come into power, that the rebel plowshare 
would furrow the graves of our heroic braves in 
the forfeited inheritance of the traitor Lee and 
our other national cemeteries, the pensioning 
of the rebel soldiers upon Government bounty, 
and the sure assumption of rebel claims for 
payment of southern property destroyed by 
the wal', and in all probability the assump· 
tion of the rebel debt,, leading in their final 
consummation to national bankruptcy, or the 
final repudiation of our national debt. Sir, I 
have faith to believe the sovereign people will 
in 1872 be found in solid column bearing in 
that canvass to final triumph the Republican 
banner with the inscription upon it in charac• 
ters of living light, "Protection to American 
citizens of every right known to the Constitt1· 
tion." 

l\Ir. Speaker, our Democratic friends see the 
handwrit.ing npon the wall. Gallant little Con· 
necticut, Cincinnati, and prominent points in 
my own State within a few days have spoken, 
and the telegraph brings to us the result of the 
confidence in the administration of General 
Grant, and a Republican victory is sure and 
certain if we bnt do our duty and see to it that 
the humblest citizen, black or white, shall have 
the full protection of our laws. Sir, the Dem­
ocratic party to,day are in the condition of the 
guilty and condemned culprit, who stands in 
full view of the ax of the executioner, and might 
with great propriety repeat his last words so 
illustrative of their final decease: 

"Great God I is this our certain doom, 
And are we still secure, 

Still hastening downward to the tomb, 
And seen and heard no more?" 

l'rotection of Life, etc., at tlrn South. 

SPEECH OI!' HON. JOHN POOL, 
OF NORTH CAROLINA, 

JN THE SE:-iATE OF THE UNITED STATES, 

April 5, 1871. 
The Senate having under comiueralion the reso­

lution of Mr. SHERMAN directing tho Committee on 
tho Judiciary to report a bill for the suppression c,f 
violence ancl disorder in the southern States-

Mr. POOL said: 
Mr. PitESIDEX'r: \Yhen I had the honor tG 

address the Senate a few days ago I gave notice 
that I should ask the attention of the body t,1 
some further remarks from myself, n.ppertain, 
iug especially to the condition of affairs in my 
own State. What has been said since that time 
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It is a matter of profound regret that the 
'present, reign of terror in the South has defend­
ers and apologises on this floor. It has also 
been a matter of regret that some gentlemen 
on this side of the House have been disposed 
to question and hesitate. They have not seen, 
as they should, the beginnings of a new rebel· 
lion. They will, in my judgment, discover 
their mistake, for the people whom they rep· 
reseut wiH not be blinded or deceived. They 
will, OJI the other hand, sustain those who .shall 
promptly seek a remedy for these outrages, 
accounts of which every hour salute our ears. 
They are intensely loyal, and will insist that the 
badges of loyalty shall not point out victims 
for Lheir murderers in the South. The Repub· 
lican party only needs a pluck equal to its glo­
rious record. If it has this, it will have a con­
tinued lease of power. It will be as victorious 
in peace as it was in war. It cannot forget 
the people in their constitutional rights; it 
'must protect them in these rights. It must 
relieve them from burdens and shield them 
against the perils of barbarism. This Ku­
kluxism is barbarism. The thousands who 
have fallen cry out against it. The Repub· 
lican party cannot neglect this cry; its record 
and its genius forbid it. Legislation against 
these outrages the loyal sentiment of the 
nation demands. We shall neglect our duty 
and end our existence as a party if we refuse 
to grant it. 

Some who have participated in this debate 
affect to believe that it will not be safe to 
intrust the President with the powers con­
ferred by this bill. They have been unable, 
as his enemies ever have been, to point to a 
single instance wherein he has gone beyond 
the strictest construction of the law. This 
fact has not a little to do in giving him his 
impregnable place in the hearts of the people. 
The people have trusted President Grant and 
will again. The strength of their confidence 
in him it was easy for me to discover when 
in my canvass for a seat in this House I 
announced myself as in the fullest accord with 
the Administration. His patriotism has not 
been questioned; wherefore should he wish 
the injury of the South? The Government has 
displayed the largest clemency toward that 
section. Has President Grant ever sought to 
hold Congress back in any acts of mercy toward 
that section? Never. His message to this 
Honse has not the spirit of one seeking dicta· 
torial powers. He submits to Congress the 
condition of the South and questions his power 
to crush or hold in check the reign of blood 
and death there. Could he do less than that? 
That message, it is true, was like a bombshell 
in the Democratic camp. The masked ally of 
the Opposition party was aimed at. The foster­
parent and child were alike attacked. It may 
have been cruel in the Presiderit, but, in my 
opinion, the country will not call it an act of 
disloyalty. 

When a President shall ask Congress to give 
him power to protect life, liberty, and prop­
erty in any and every section of the land when 
in jeopardy, he but strikes the popular heart. 
1'he me11 who fight against this grant of power, 
though they talk ever so learnedly about the 
Constitution, will fail to catch the sympathy 
of the people. The law-abiding do not fear 
stringent laws; it is the lawless who squirm. 
The higher civilization to which we have be­
lieved our late war would lead us, if true to 
ourselves, should have all the support that 
legislation can give. I mean; of course, all 
proper constitntioual legislation. Bare fear 
can play no good part in dictating such legis­
lation. The bold, though prudent, man will 
best lead the way. 

The Republican members of this House will 
permit me to express my profoundest thanks 
to the honorable gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. 
SHELLABARGER,] chairman of the committee 

Fourteenth .Amendment-JJfr. Barry. 

reporting the bill, for his untiring and effective 
efforts in bringing it before the House and the 
country. His eloauent appeals have not been 
in v:ain_. His voice l!a.s been clear; personal 
preJud1ces and amb1t10ns have not made it 
husky. Let his voice be that of the Repub· 
lican party, and it will add to its.history many 
a page of successful legislation in promotion 
of law, order, good government, and national 
prosperity. 

Enforcement of Fourteenth Amendment. 

SPEECH OF HON. H. W. BARRY, 
OF MISSISSIPPI, 

IN TR!s HouSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

April 5, 1871. 
The House having under consideration the hill 

(H. R. No. 320) to enforce the provisions of the four­
teenth amendment to the Constitution of tho United 
States, and for other purposes-

Mr. BARRY said: 
Mr. SPEAKER: I find in the Book of books 

a declaration remarkably apropos to the ques· 
tion now pending before the House: "Woe 
unto the world because of offenses, for it must 
needs be that offenses come; but woe unto 
that man [or that party] by whom the offense 
cometh!" Sir, there has been a deliberate 
and persistent effort on this floor to deny, to 
palliate, or to defend the infamous crimes 
against law, against life, libert.y, and property 
daily perpetrated by bands of affiliated mid­
night assassins in various parts of the South. 
Gentlemen on the other side of this debate, 
however, seem to have partially abandoned 
the effort to suppress the facts themselves, 
which they tacitly admit by putting in pleas 
of palliation, or even of justification. But 
denial is of very little force in the face of the 
overwhelming testimony before this House and 
before the country. Sir, there are men upon 
this floor who have looked the Ku Klux Klan 
fully in the face. This right arm that hangs 
helpless by my side was broken by a Ku Klux 
bullet. There are other gentlemen from the 
South who have likewise received polite atten­
tions of similar tenor from their reconstructed 
brethren. The offense has come. It is rank, 
it smells to Heaven. The blood of loyal men 
has been poured out like water, not upon 
the battle-field, but in the murderous assault 
or amid the siumbers of midnight. Who is 
responsible for these things? What party 
composes the Ku Klux Klan? 

Mr. GARRETT. If the gentleman will per· 
mit me--

Mr. BARRY. I cannot be interrupted now. 
The gentleman who desires to interrupt me 
can have his full time on this floor to assail the 
Government for not keeping faith with the 
rebels, and at the same time to refute his 
charges by their reek less bitterness. Were 
those charges true the gentleman would not 
be here to- day, for want of a constituency. We 
have listened ad nau8eam to lectures of this 
character. The gentleman from North Caro­
lina [Mr. LEACH] gravely informs us that he 
wonld not be willing to in trust to any man the 
extraordinary powers conferred by the bill now 
pending upon the President. I wonder whether 
the gentleman, when sitting in the so-called 
confederate congress, voted for the extraordin· 
ary powers conferred upon Jeff. Davis. Sir, 
no greater proof of the extreme leniency of the 
Government can be asked or offered than the 
licentious harangnes which the Representatives 
of the defunct rebellion are ntteriug, without 
stint and in most execrable bad taste, upon this 
floor. 

Who, sir, I repeat, are responsible for these 
Ku Klux murders and arsons, so persistently 
denied in spite of overwhelming evidence, so 
shamelessly palliated in both Houses of Con• 

Ho. OF REPS. 

gress? This is the question to which the Amer­
ican people demand an answer. It is true they 
are weary of this reconstruction imbroglio. 
They would willingly give it the go-by in order 
to take up othel' questionsofpoJit\cal and social 
science awaiting attention. But the resusci­
t.ated rebellion challenges immediate attention. 
It.s exasperating irnpudenc(', its reckl('SS dis• 
:egard of truth and justice, its low, vindictive, 
11nplacable passions, are again vent.ilated m 
the halls of national legislation. l rejoice; 
however, in this intensity of malignity. I am 
glad that this bilge-water of Democracy still 
comes to the surface, giving to the American 
people a foretaste of its execrable character in 
time to arrest its intended mischief. I do not 
wonder that the Democratic leaders seek to 
suppress such facts and to cover up the villainy 
which they disclose. 

Sir, the responsibility for the Ku Klux out­
rages rests upon the Democratic leaders, North 
and South. The rebel element in the latter is 
but giving vent to its inherent and inveterate 
hostility to freedom and the Union. The 
northern section of the party is repeating the 
crimes and blunders of political management 
which led the slave power into its disastrous 
rebellion of 1861. The objective point of the 
Democratic leaders is to consolidate the vote 
of the South upon the basis of hatred of the 
Yankee and of the negro, just as it was form· 
erly consolidated upon the basis of sbvery. 
The same murderous compact still subsists be­
tween the northern and southern wings of the 
party. The reign of terror which repressed 
with the most prompt and unscrupulous vio­
lence every utterance of individual opinion 
against slavery has been reinaugurated. A 
determination has been openly avowed in some 
quarters, and but feebly denied in others, to 
drive all loyal men from the southern soil, 
which is henceforth to be dominated by an 
organized banditti. To accomplish this pur• 
pose Union men are assanl ted and killed in 
open brawl or are murdered in their beds at 
midnight. These tactics at first embraced only 
a sufficient amount of outrage to create a gen· 
era! alarm on the part of the Union men, and to 
induce them to emigrate to other quarters; but 
this plan is not working smoothly. The fol­
lowing paragraph from the Jackson Clarion 
contains a covert suggestion which is diabolical 
to the last extreme: 

"In view of the advantage taken of the leniency 
extended to them by Sturges and Huggins, as evi­
denced by their sl:inderous publications, and the 
harm that is likely to result in poisoning the north­
ern mind, we would advise our people, who are pro­
voked to meet outrage with violence, not to send 
any lll0rQ such characters out of the State. Better 
let 'em stay." 

This paper, published at Jackson, the State 
capital, is the ablest organ of the Ku Klux 
Democracy perhaps in the whole South. It is 
edited by J<Jthel Barksdale, late a member of 
the confederate congress. Its intimations may 
be taken for words of commllnd in the Ku Klux 
camp. What does this paragraph signify? Sir, 
it means that dead men tP,ll no tales. It sug­
gests with satanic coolness the assassination 
of Union men instead of their expat.riation; 
This scheme of wholesale villainy, by the very 
necessity of crime, is hurried on to extremes 
which at first were probably not contemplated. 
Its perpetrators are awakening to its terrible 
reflex consequences to themselves in its reac­
tion upon northern public sentiment. It threat­
ens to overwhelm the whole infernal conspiracy 
with a torrent of loyal indignation, as it did in 
1861. Its leaders, in desperation upon this 
discovery, seem to have entertained the possi­
bility of so quieLly disposing of the obnoxious 
Radicals that their fate would never be known. 
To cover this movement the northern Democ­
racy at'e expected to brazenly deny the facts 
of these Ku Klux murders, or, if this involves 
too great a strain upon popular credulity, their 
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enormity is to be concealed by trumping up 
false counter-charges against the Administra• 
tion and the southern Republicans. If this 
precious scheme of h_umbug ~an b~ perpetuate_d 
until the reconstruc.t10n policy of Congress is 
revolutioniz<:Jd and the rebellion reenthroned, 
their abominable purpose will be accomplished 
in part. 

Sir, it is yet to be settled whether half a mil• 
lion American lives and $10,000,000,000 have 
been expended in vain for the salvation of 
this country. The baleful fires of 1861 have 
been rekindled through the corrupt, reckless, 
and unprincipled interference of the northern 
Democracy. The whole Ku Klux movement 
is a piece of gratuitous mischief. At the close 
of the war the spirit of rebellion was stunned 
and paralyzed. When General Grant passed 
through the South he found no disposition to 
reopen the contest. The rebel leaders, expect­
ing to be called to a fearful account for their 
misdoings, were not disposed to attract special 
attention by any individual demonstrations. 
The ignorant rank and file, finding no stim­
ulus or direction from their leaders, were still 
less disposed to any outbreak. But the cock­
atrice's egg was in ihe nest; it was the north• 
em Democracy that warmed. it into life and 
hatched its pestiferous brood. It is idle to 
quote the observations made by General Grant 
in 1865 as representing the facts of 1871. The 
last semi·decade has witnessed a fearful trans· 
formation. The nest-egg of treason has been 
hatched; the rebellion is again skirmishing 
along the lines. To-day the lost cause is wor· 
shipcd with more malignant fanaticism than 
ever. The spirit of caste, the original animus 
of rebellion, is still unbroken. 

The transition from slave to free labor hits 
not yet been accepted as a finality by the old 
lords of the soil. 'l'he corrupt and wicked 
sympathy of the northern Democmcy has be­
gotten the wild hope of again enslaving their 
former bondmen. They still look with contempt 
upon manual labor as the task only of Helots 
and slaves. They still refuse to conform to 
their changed circumstances and pressing 
necessities. Their evil lrn,bits of indolence 
and self-indulgence still cling to them. They 
still follow the routine of their old shiftless 
agriculture, and still bow to the broken scepter 
of king cotton, which no longer sways tbe 
markets of the world. They are still fleeced 
by Bpeculators and middlemen. They raise 
cotton for fifteen cents a pound, and pay fift.y 
cimts a. head for cahbages pnrchased by whole· 
sale from formers in 1ndi11m1 at three cents a 
head. They stigmatize a varied agriculture 
as contemptible t,ruck·patchi11g, and still cling 
to their old royal staples, though every crop 
involves them in additional pecuniary embar· 
rassment. At a time when the industry and 
commerce of the world are assuming a sett.led 
and economic character, demanding irained 
aptitudes and tireless energy as inexorable 
conditions of succes8, they are dreaming of 
the slipshod ease and luxury of the old days. 
Their est11tes are becoming more incnmbered 
ffvery year. Bankruptcy stares them in the 
face. Disgust and despair have stimulated 
their hatred of the" damned Yankee." Finan· 
cial considerations have made the old landed 
aristocracy more bitter rebels than ever. 

In illustrat.ion and proof of the foregoing esti· 
mate of the late ruling classes of the South, 
especially of l'vlississi ppi, I beg leave to cite 
the acts of the so-called Legislature of the 
latter State, convened by Andrew Johnson, 
Dismissing with a passing notice the dishon· 
est apportionment of taxes, made with the 
corrup-; purpose of relieving the land-owner 
of his legitimate share of the public burdens, 
let us glance for a mom,;,nt at the legislation 
affect.ing the freedmen, showing, as it 1:loes, a 
deliberate purpose to reestablish slavery under 
1mother form. In his inaugural address of 
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October 16, 1865, Governor Humphreys nn• 
masks this feature in the rebel programme in 
the following significant terms: 

"The planter cannot venture npon the cultivation 
of the great staple unless the laborer is compelled 
to comply with his contract remaining and per­
forming his amount of la,bor day itfter day and week 
after week, throu~hout the whole year: and if he 
attempts to esc11pe, he should be returned to his em­
ployer aud forced to work until the time for which he 
bas contracted has expired." 

How these recommendations were enacted 
into statutes by this so·called legislature niay 
be seen by consulting the pamphlet laws of 
Mississippi for 1865, It was enacted that any 
freedman who should quit the service of his 
employer during the period of his engagement 
should be arrested and carried back. He 
should furthermore not only forfeit his back 
pay, but also the compensation of parties 
arresting him was to be deducted from the 
wages accruing during the remainder of his 
term of service. By another statute every 
freedman was required, by the second Monday 
in January, 1866, to find lawful employment, 
under a penalty of fifty dollars and costs, for 
the payment of which he was liable to be hired 
out in compulsory service to the lowest bidder. 
Minor orphans were to be apprenticed by the 
probate court during the remaining period of 
their minority. Freedmen were forbidden to 
keep lire-arms, ammtmition, bowie-knives, &c. 
The old ante belluin statutes regulating the 
conduct of slaves aud free negroes were spe· 
cifically reenacted. This public document 
abounds in such legislation, showing that the 
legislating classes of Mississippi, who reluc· 
tautly ratified the thirteenth amendment, were 
determined from the first to render it inoper· 
ative. Like the old Bourbons, they had for­
gotten nothing and they had learned nothing. 
Sir, the revival of their arrogant assumptions 
is entirely due to the support. given them by 
Andrew Johnson and the northern Democracy. 
But for this Anpport the devil would have hes­
itated to show his cloven foot so plainly. 

As for the landless and uncapitalized classes, 
the poor whites, formerly stigmatized by the 
slaveholders as "white trash," their feeling to· 
ward (.he Governmeut is merely the reflection 
of that of their masters. Just now they are in 
a siwage mood, instigated to any possible act 
of violence. They are as impervious to a higher 
civilization as ever. Hatred of the negro is 
now addt,d to hatred of the Yankee, and both 
these antipat,bies burn with unspeakable fero­
ci1,y in the bosoms of men who are about as 
capable of independent thought as the com· 
panions of their old slave hu11ts, the bull-dogs, 
who8e ferocity they emulate. U111,il they are 
reconstructed upon a higher model of man· 
hood they will continue to answer with hound· 
like fidelity the call of their masters. 'l'hese 
are the men who meet in Ku Klux conclaves 
to plan the murder of Union men. The only 
way to neutralize this immense mass of evil 
influence is to flood the country with a ci v• 
ilized population. Bnt such a population is 
repelled by the presence of such savages. The 
game of the Democracy is to stimulate their 
repulsive features so as to repel immigration 
and to perpetuate the reign of barbarism at 
the South. 

I listened with profound interest to the fig­
ures of the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. 
WmTTHORNB.] l would be most happy to 
coincide with him in opinion that the South 
has made a permanent progress iu industrial 
civilization since the war. I am, however, 
painfully convinced that all that has been done 
in ti~is directio~ is diametrically opposed to 
the views and wishes of the late ruling classes, 
and that it would all fall to the ground should 
they regain the control.. I would secure the 
permanency of this prosperity by perpetuating 
and strengthening the influences which have 
secured it hitherto. The triumph of the Dem· 
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ocracy, however, will bring back that old bar­
barism which slavery found to be its only eon· 
genial atmosphere. • 

Whoever has lived long enough at the South 
to catch the drift of affairs knows that the 
improve.ments detailed by the gentleman are 
uotthe regular developments of southern civil­
ization, but are importations from without. In 
fact, civilization in the South is ntterly unpro· 
gressive, as is the civilization of every com· 
munity ruled by a social caste. It was fwm the 
beginning centralized and enslaved, reduced to 
obedience to a small oligarchy, who, with the 
aid of the northern Democracy, are seeking to 
reestablish their old dominion. It chattelized 
the human soul, and it stratified socie1y into 
privileged and unprivileged orders. It did all 
this under the forms of democracy, showing 
that the most free and progressive political 
organization is worthless uuless the social 
organization corresponds with it. It degraded 
the non-slaveholding whites by restricting their' 
range of information and by denying the means 
of popular education. It deprived the public 
press of all independence of character, by lim· 
iting its patronage to those interested in the 
great monopoly. It subsidized the pulpit, and 
bought up the ministers of the gospel, in order 
that the influences of religion might be used 
to stultify the public mind, and to debauch the 
public conscience. It is in popular ignorance 
that the oligarchy is still intrenched. 

With the fall of slavery, however, this reign 
of ignorance and malignant prejudice has given 
way. Immigration has come in already to 
some extent, and with a settled and peaceful 
social order it would come with a perfect flood· 
tide. The germs of a higher civiliz11tion have 
been planted, and all that is necessary for their 
genial growth is the quiescence of rebel agita· 
tion. The broad areas of unoccupied south· 
ern lands, teeming with untold resources of 
productive power, would soon be filled up with 
a population trained in the habits of industry 
and self-control of a free community. The 
state of things at the close of the war was 
favorable to this happy consummation. From 
all quarters came reports of quiet though sul• 
len submission. Bnt the demon of mischief 
was at work at the North and at Washington. 
The man who had crawled through a bullet· 
hole into the place of the martyred Lincoln 
soon forgot that "treason is a crime and must 
be punished,'' Repudiating the role of Moses 
which he had assumed during the war, he went 
over to the enemy and endeavored to over· 
power the voice of the loyal people of this 
uation bv a combination of the defeated rebels 
of the South, the copperhead Democracy of 
the N orth,and such free and easy B,epublicans 
as were lying around loose in the partisan mar· 
ket ready to ~ell themselves at very low prices. 
I will not take up the time of this House by 
reviewing the struggle in which this reaction· 
ary movement came to grief. Through the 
military administration of the reconstruct,ion 
acts, and the election of Grant and Colfax in 
1868, the spirit of rebellion was held in check 
so far as to perfect the present governmental 
organizations in the lately revolted States. 

But the snake was only scotched and not 
killed. In the canvas~ of 1868 was struck the 
most effective key-note of reactionary violence, 
the infamous Brodhead letter. The trans· 
formation of its author from one of the most 
radical and obnoxious of.Republican politicians 
to an oracle of the most bitter rebel feeling 
will stand in history as one of . the most 
remarkable polit.ical somersaults ever known. 
The recklessness of his turn·coat audacity has 
astonished and delighted bis new-found friends. 
His words are a power with the disloyal ele- · 
ment of the country. With the people at 
large, however, they are a power of another 
sort. They have a remarkable faculty of 
exciting disgust and iudignatiim. llad he 
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delivered_ h_is lat~ tirade in the Senate against 
the Adrmmstr_at10n a few days previously he 
would h .. ve raised the Republican majority in 
Connecticut to something like its normal fig· 
ures. But in proportion as he has rendered 
himself obnoxious to the loyal .part of the 
nation, he has endeared himself to the hearts 
of the rebels. With him as their candidate for 
the Presidency, carpet-bagger as he is, they 
cherish the wildest dreams of a resuscitated 
slave empire at the South. As a specimen of 
the enthusiasm of his rebel worshipers, I quote 
the following paragraph from the speech of 
Mr. Landrum, the Democratic representative 
of Lowndes county in the Mississippi Legis· 
lature: 

"These amendments. sir, [the fourteenth and fif. 
teen th,] were ratified by fraud and violence, at the 
point of Federal bayonets, and I have the independ­
ence to stand here to-day and reiterate and indorse 
the sentiments of FRANK BLAIR of Missouri, that the 
reconstmction measures of the United States Gov­
ernment were null and void ab initio, and ought to 
be wiped out. And, sir, I say further, that those 
southern men who h,ive supported the Government 
of the United States in these acts of tyranny over the 
southern people, such men for example as General 
James Longstreet, should be clussed by the future 
historians as Benedict Arnolds, as traitors to their 
country.'' 

This reconstructed individual professes to 
have been driven from Georgia at the opening 
of the war for opposing secession. How he 
found refuge for his Unionism in Mississippi is 
past finding out. At any rate, his loyal senti­
ments were not very permanent, for he goes on 
to say: 

"Subsequent circumstances prevented me from 
joining my fellow-citizens of tlie South in making 
war against the Government at that time. But, sir, 
let a flag now be raised against that Government by 
anybody in behalf of the oppressed people of the 
South, and in vindication of their rights, and I will 
be the first to rally under that flag. I will take com­
mand of a body of troops and fight, so long as I have 
breath, to put down a haughty, corrupt, and tyran­
nical Government, for the deliverance of an outraged 
poopk" · 

This gentleman is not the only rebel in the 
South who, having skulked from the actual 
dangers of the late war, is now ready to take 
command of a body of troops. He does not 
talk of shouldering a musket in the ranks. 
Like many other southern politicians who pre· 
cipitated the late rebellion, he would prefer to 
do the safer part of the work of devilment. 
But, sir, the mischievous influence of this class 
of men cannot be overrated. It is beyond 
doubt that. they correctly represent the feeling 
of their rebel constituents. It is further true 
that they are backed· up by men of far higher 
courage a:nd far more dangerous force of char­
acter than themselves. 

It is in conflict with these mighty reactionary 
forces that the problem of social and political 
reconstruction of the South is to be wrought 
out. Sir, the responsibilities and peril of the 
Union men of the South are beyond expres­
sion. We are the forlorn hope of civilization, 
called to stand in the breach and to face the 
music of assassination. It is true we have 
the great American people behind us, but a 
broad stretch of rebel hatred and violence 
intervenes between us and our supports. 
One and another fall by the knife or bullet 
of the Ku Klux. Amid the mocking sneers 
of the Democratic orators of this House, the 
groans of dying patriots in the South and the 
wails of their widows and orphans go up into 
the ears of the Lord of Hosts. Sir, the men 
who hold this advanced position in the inter­
ests of civilization deserve well of their conn• 
try. The least that we can do here is to shield 
their reputation from the diabolical slanders 
that have been perpetrated against them in 
this House and in the disloyal press of the 
country. 

We are by our enemies divided into three 
classes, namely, " carpet- baggers," " scala­
wags," and " niggers" - terms sufficiently 
illustrative of the malignant coarseness of those 
who use them. 
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The "carpet,baggers" are those American 
citizens, na~ives of other States, who, under 
the protection of the Federal Constitution, 
have transferred their citizenship to the South:. 
Many of them were officers and soldiers of 
the Union Army and have a military record 
that is peculiarly obnoxious to the rebels. 
They are. of that class of carpet-baggers that 
crushed the rebellion, rescued the country 
fro~ being broken up into fragmentary and 
hostile States, and reestablished our national 
unity. These are the men who have rescued 
the North American continent from the dis• 
jointed civilization of Europe and have secured 
the reign of a free democratic brotherhood 
of humanity, "an ocean-bound Republic." 
Such men have an especial right, vindicated 
by the highest achievements of patriotic de­
votion, to a voice in the control of the polit­
ical destiny of the nation saved by their valor 
from dissolution. 'l'he rebels of the South 
hate them for their effective resistance to their 
treasonable schemes. The northern Democ· 
racy hate them because their southern allies 
have hounded them on. This name "carpet· 
bagger" is not applied to the disloyal or time­
serving northern immigrant who settles upon 
southern soil and who either joins in the chorus 
of disloyalty or renounces his manhood by 
concealing his abhorrence of rebellion. Sir, 
this opprobrious epithet is given only to those 
who maintain the unity of this nation, the 
authority of the General Government against 
truculent sectionalism. 

But let us look for a moment at what is im­
plied in this war-cry of insane bigotry. The 
Federal Constitution secures to every citizen 
the right of emigrating to any portion of our 
national territory and of carrying with him all 
his sentiments, especially his loyal sentiments, 
and of ventilating, defending, and propagating 
them by the utmost freedom of speech. But it 
is assumed by the Democracy that a man may 
not come into any community and exercise this 
constitutional right if it be opposed to the feel­
ings and vested interests of that community. 
Sir, all feelings and vested interests opposed to 
this freedom of speech are themselves uncon· 
stitutional, illegal, and revolutionary. Yet, the 
Democracy, true to their past infamous record, 
foster these elements of treason and rebellion. 
They join in the fanatic cry of'' carpet-bagger'' 
like hounds in fu 11 chorus. It is a cry without 
meaning or force. Sir, we are all carpet· bag 
gers or the descendants of such carpet-baggers 
as landed at Jamestown, Virginia, or came over 
in the Mayflower. The whole South was set· 
tied by carpet-baggers, many of whom "left 
their country for their country's good." The 
ll.uthor of the Brodhead letter is a carpet-bag· 
ger. Of the two hundred and fifty-six Repre­
sentatives and Delegates on this floor, only 
ninety represent districts in which they were 
born. Only one hundred and twenty-three 
represent districts in their native States. Only 
thirty mem hers of the United States Senate 
represent the States in which they were born. 
There are one hundred and sixty-six carpet· 
baggers in this House and forty-four in the 
Senate, making two hundred and ten carpet­
baggers in the American Congress. Sir, if 
you stop carpet-bagging you arrest the forward 
movement of civilization, you condemn the 
whole world to the stagnant social condition 
of Asia. Our western country was settled by 
carpet-baggers. Carpet· bagging has never 
before been challenged as a constitutional 
privilege of the American people. Under this 
constitutional privilege we have settled in good 
fait,h in the South, and we are determined to 
vindicate our rights. We call upon the national 
Government for assistance and protection, and 
we intend also to protect ourselves, vi et armls 
if necessary, from the violence which threat­
ens us. 

The term "scalawag" is applied to the native 
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loyalist who nobly refused to sympathize with: 
the rebellion, and who has in consequence 
su~ered indignities and hardships the half of 
which has never yet been told. As a speci- · 
men of their treatment by the rebel author· 
ities during the war, I quote from the message 
of Governor Pettus, of Mississippi, of Decem· 
ber 20, 1862, to the Legislature: 

_"I reco!'l.mend that. t_he Legislature pass an net 
d1sfranch1S1ng every c1t1zen who shall be convicted 
of ev_ading or.refusing to J?Crform the milit,uy duties 
reqmre<l ofhnn by law, either by leaving the State 
or hiding out from home, or otherwise." ' 

But it would be impossible to portray the 
sufferings of these men -at the hands of the 
rebels and their governments. The heroic 
constancy and indomitable patriotism exhib­
ited by many of them will constitute some of 
the brightest pages in the history of our great 
struggle for freedom and the Union. The 
Government failed to do its duty by these 
men during the war, and has grossly neglected 
their claims since its close. The least possi­
ble measure of justice that can now be offered 
them is prompt and effective protection. The 
neglect of the Government and the late decis­
ion of the Supreme Court giving validity to 
certain oppressive acts of the rebel govern· 
ment will not be likely to add to the number 
of those who will stand firm in their loyalty in 
future out,br.eaks. 

The third and most numerous class of south· 
ern loyalists are the freedmen. These people 
are devoted to the Union by the strongest ties 
of interest and gratitude. ll_y the nation at 
large they have been raised from cruel and 
abject bondage to the highest privileges of citi­
zenship. Rightly discerning their true friends, 
they are almost unanimous in support of the 
Republican party, only a few of the ignor­
ant and depraved being bought up by the 
Democracy. But this devotion to the cause of 
the Union has brought upon them the special 
hatred of the rebels. In their former condition 
of slaves their property value to their masters 
was their protection against rotigh treatment 
by the rabble. But that basis of protection 
exists no longer. 'fhe Republican party, by 
putting an end to slavery, destroyed that bul· 
wark. They are now bound to replace it with 
other and more effective barriers ; not merely 
such as will secure the inviolability of men as 
mere animals, as mere property, but such as 
shall vindicate their exercise of the highest 
rights of manhood, their perfect equality before 
the law. At present they are hated as consti· 
tut.ing the main element of that Republican 
majority which has banished the spirit of rebel­
lion from the State governments. They need 
the stFong arm of the Government to encourage 
them in the assertion and maintenance of their 
rights under the fifteenth amendment. The 
ascendency of their former masters is not yet 
such a thing of the past as to enable them to 
entirely disregard it. They have made won· 
derful advancement in five years. Another 
generation will find them in the front rnnk of 
intelligence and civilization. To lead these 
freedmen in the path of normal self-develop· 
ment, to discipline and direct their efforts and 
to consolidate them into an intelligent Ameri­
can community, such is the responsible yet 
glorious task of the Republican party of Mis· 
sissippi and the South. 

In regard to the proposed legislation of Con· 
gress for the protection of the loyal men of the 
South, I expect but little benefit from it inde­
pendent of the local action and local organ· 
ization of Union men themselves. The mili­
tary power of the nation may serve as the 
rallying point of the loyal cause, but it cannot 
guard every loyal hearth against midnight 
assault. We must protect ourselves. In Mis­
sissippi we have a majority of forty thonsaud. 
We have overcome the enemy with the ballot. 
We will show them that we can shoot more 
bullets than they can, if necessary. We will 
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This riot grew out of an assault upon Erner• 
son Bentley, an Ohio boy, from Columbiana 
county, who was teaching school in Opelousas 
and editing a Republican paper. He was at· 
tacked in his school room among the children, 
revolvers were leveled on him while he was 
bruwlly beaten and warned away. The Ku 
Klux, apprehen~iug resistance by !he negro_es, 
dispat.chlffl courters to all parts ot the parish 
and gathered their klans, who rallied to Ope· 
lonsas in arms, killing as they came. 

The only attempt at self-defense by the ne• 
groes was feeble and timid, and resulted in the 
wounding of one white man, the killing of a 
numberofnegroes, and the capture of thirteen. 
The~e were lodged by their captors in the par• 
ish jail to await judgment by the council of the 
K11 Klux: Klan; and at night, between the 
two days of massacre, these thirteen captives 
were taken from the jail and shot All white 
Hepublican leaders who survived were driven 
from the parish, and a number of' German 
Republicans kept away from the polls; and 
t.wo thousand colored Hepublicans were taken 
as captives of war, marked with badges of red 
flannel on their arms, enrolled in Democratic 
clubs with white rebel officers, led to the bal-
101.-box, and compelled to vote for their ene­
mies, the murderers of their brethren, and then 
furuished with "protection papers" c:ertitying 
the fact that they had voted the " Democratic 
ticket." In this parish, where befori, the riot 
the ltepublicans had a majority of registered 
voters, not one ballot was cast for Grant or any 
Republicau candidate, So deep and lasting 
wa8 the impression made by this mas~acre 
that a year aft.erward it was requisite to keep 
nat,ional troops at Opelousas. 

On the Red river, above Shreveport, an 
Arkansas Democr&t, passing an old man's 
houstJ, inquired if there were any Radicals 
thtire. A hid answered ''Yes, there's one,'' 
pointing toan old man sitting by rhe door; when 
the whne man raised his rrfie and shot the old 
1wgro dead. 'l'hereupon the colored people pur­
sued the assassin, took him, and were holding 
him for delivery to justice, when the whites gath• 
cred in ovenvhelming force aud the slaughter 
began. No white men were injured, but the 
numbr;r of negroes killed can never be known. 
They fled in every direction and were hunted 
as beasts of the chase through wood and swamp 
by bands of armed men who could not tell, if 
they would, how miiny they slew. We only 
know that scores were killed and many 
wounded, many missing who have never been 
heard from. Long after the riot was over 
botJir:s were found tl<iating in the river; in 
on-e iustauce, several tied together by ropes run 
through their pierced hauds; aud, again, a dead 
wom»n with a dead child. 

1u tlie pariBh of St .• M,;ry, where the officers 
wt>re Hepuolicaus, the Ku Klux assassinated 
the slrenff aud tire judge, who were Repub· 
licans, and having tbns terrorized the parish, 
they quelled all opposition. No living man 
excep, the perpetrators saw the deed. A wit­
llP.Ss 8ays: 

"'.rhe ass:i.ssination took place on 11S,1.turday night 
or a Suuday morning. I went up to Frnoklin. the 
parish settt, and when I got tliere I found th!tt tho 
body of Jud~., Cha!!\> W>ts laid 011tin the court-house. 
It lay there 1vitb a blanket thrown over it. It seems 
th"t 110 had been shot in tho forehead. It is sitid 
that thero w,1.s u. wound in tho back. whero he was 
nprmrently stabbed. •rue body wn.., found near tho 
bayou. be1ow the hotel, lying on tkeground, and was 
taken frow there :ibout turoe or four o'clock in the 
1uorning. Some pori!'ons said that about the t.ime of 
urn ass,u<sinati,,n tl,ey heard sh,,ta fired, and there 
seemed to lltLve been a good many shots fired close 
togetll!lcr. Tho ex.µre~siou was that tbey 50un<l.ed like 
a. ouuch of fire~crackgrs going off together. That 
was ,.!most eight o'clock in the evening. Judge 
,·ha,e htul the reputation of being ,i prominent Re­
P!1bHcan le.:11..for. Colonel Pope wu.s killed tho s11rno 
tllgh,. Ile had been elec1ed sheriff of the parish 
of ~t- :.\fary by the Republicans. I s,uv his body. 
He was killed about the same time and auout the 
f,tUH> place, only that be was killed in his room while 
J udgo Chlille is supposed to have mu and to have 
fa.Jlen when he got near the bayou," 

Ku Klux Klan-Mr. Stevenson. 

This double murder was caused in part by 
violent articles published in the Democratic 
organ of the parish, the Planters' Banner. 
Daniel Dennett', the editor, author of those 
p11blications, a native of northern New Eng­
land, went South before the war as a peddler, 
became a teacher, married a lady with prop· 
erty in lands and slaves, became a planter and 
an editor, and when the war came, and ever 
since, proved his fealty to the South by abuse 
of northern men. 

The day before the assassination the follow• 
ing article appeared in bis paper: 

"The recent disasters of the Radicals in St. Lan­
dry, and the dwindling of Loyal League clubs in the 
r»trish. have had a terrible effect on that little rat, 
l'ope. Ile looks on the streets as though he had been 
ohawed up by a terrier. Ho bas a complication of 
diseases-his liver don't act,· ho bas tho oolio, 
the toothache, and the yellow jaundice, and don't 
feel very well bimsolf. If ho dies the shell of an 
English walnut would m,,ka a good sarcophagus in 
which to convey his precious remains to bis northern 
friends; or. if be is to be buried on southern soil. 
as he has no 'forty acres' of his own in which to be 
buried, he should ho put in n pair of oyster shells, 
and buried at low-water mark. where tho tide ebbs 
and flows t1vioe in twenty-four hours." 

1 n the next issue, o.f~er the assassination, the 
following appeared: 

E,,tracts/l'om Planter•' Banner of October 24, 18138. 
"Wero thev Ku Kluxea.-Some of our citizens be­

lieve, and not without very good cause, that a club of 
Kn Kluxes has latelybeen est:1blished in this parish, 
or tho p:trish of St. Martin, 11nd thn.ttbe terrible event 
of la.st Saturd,ty night was their first blow struck in 
this section of the ~tu.te." * * * * * 

"AsR1ua·inated.-LastSaturday at nii,ht, about half 
past eight o'clock, Henry Pope. Radtcnl sheriff of 
this parish, and Valentine Chase, Ra.dical parish 
iudgo, were assassinated at O'Neil's hotol by parties 
unknown. 

.. We woro in Smith's store.corner of Odd Fellow's 
Hall, when tho first reports of the pistols were heard. 
Wa.tking rupidly toward the hotel wo halted in front 
of Healy's colfoe-housewbon the hist shots were fired, 
ten or fift,,en in all. 'r1velve or fourteen persons had 
rushed out of the coffee-house :it the first alarm and 
were listening to the firing. 

"As soon as the firing 1vns ovor there was a soiemn 
pa.use in tho crowd audaround tho hotel. lnquiriea 
ran rapidly from man to m11n in regard to tho cause 
of the shooting, :ind who was shot, and all present 
appoarod to bo profoundly ignorant of the nature 
of tho difficulty, nnd so many shots wcro fired th1tt 
tho ido:i suggested itself that it was a serious fight 
between 1>n.rtios at tho hotel. Several parties e:tu­
tiously proceeded to O'N oil's front g,illery to inquire 
about the eau,;e and results of the firing, but could" 
learn nothing there, as all in the house were nt­
trnoted toward tbo rear, where the firing occurred, 
and thoso who went to inquire rot.urned to J:Ie,.Jy's, 
not knowing but th:it it might be a fight instead 
of an assassin>ttion, and that the trouble might not 
yet be over. Iu fact, so many shot.J were fired that 
itjustified the beliofthM it wits 11, fight. 

"In a short timo, however, the news came that.Mr. 
Pope, the Radioal sheriff, was shot a.nil killed, tLnd 
that the assassins, being thoroughly disguised, had 
mado their escape. As soon as the firing commenced 
all in tho hotel tloct to their rooms tor snfety and to go 
out of tho way of danger, whioh gave the assassins 
ample leisure for escape, Mrs. Pope had juststepp,:,d 
to Mrs.0'Neil's room as the tiring commenced. Mr. 
O'Neil was in the room 11t tho timo·atteuding to his 
wife, who waE sick. Upon the first. report of the 
pistols on the gallery, near by, Mr. O'Neil closed bis 
roon1 door to protect bis wife A.nd children nod Mrs. 
!'ope from harm, not k11owing tho cause of tbe 
firing. 

"Mr. Pope was on the gallery when tho firing com­
menced, and quickly retre,ited to his room, where 
the shooting stopped, ,ind where he expired. 

"We saw nothing of tho assassins except one, who 
passed by t.he crowd in front of He»ly's with a six­
shooter in his hand, so thoroughly disguised that no 
person could pos,ibly recognize him. lle was about 
of medium heiidit and size. lt is reported that those 
engaged in the homicide mounted horses uea.r the 
court-house and galloped down the road. 

"A Loyal League club was holding its weekly meet­
ing at the negro church at the time t,he shooting was 
heard, but the members quickly retired to their 
homes when they heard the melancholy news of the 
tragedy. 
"A strong police was immediately organized, and 

the town and vicinity 1vere amply J>rotected against 
disorder during the night. 

"After midnight the Patrol stumbled over what 
appeared to be a dead mitn, between the hotel and 
the ba.y<>u. A physician was ca.lied, and it oroved to 
be the body ofValentineChaee, Ra.dical parish judge, 
an<l upon examim1.tion life Wtl.S founcl to be extinc£,. 
A gu,1.rd was put over the body till morning, when a 
coroner's inquest was held over the two b<>dies, but 
no traces coul<l IJe Uiscovered in rega.rd to the per­
petrators of the two assassinations. 

"There is some sp.,culntioo in the communitr in 
regard to who committed the homicides, but it thus 

42n CoNG •.•• lsT 8:EJSs. 

far has been idle spooulatiou. Thoy have guessed 
that it was strangers from Ne1v Orleans and from 
other places, !tnd some negroes have stated that they 
eould put their finger upon the men who did it• but 
upon investigation they find these statements to be 
ntte•ly false and unfounded. 

•· We have no idea of the real perpetrators of tho 
orimehbut from appo,irances wo couclude that it 
must ave beelil so well planned And so completely 
executed as to defy investigation." 

This event so terrified the Republicans of 
St. Mary that they fearQd to have the funeral 
in that parish, and took the bodies to New 
Orleans. And there, as the hearse and pro­
cession passed along tbe streets, the rabble 
tatmted and jeered, saying," There go two more 
carpet-baggers.'' 

The Governor appointed a new sheriff for 
the parish, and he was greeted by the follow• 
ing notice from the Planters' Banner, Novem· 
ber 14, 1868: 

·• Another Wou:-Aftcr wo had written our peace 
articles this week, congratulating the people of St. 
Mary on the prospects of peace and quiet in a.JI our 
borderP, n.nother wolf ma.de his appearance in our 
fold. A Mr, Mentz, of Indiana, n.ppointed the suc­
cessor of Colonel Pope, ns sheriff of the parish, 
insists on acting as sheriff in spite of tho protests 
of the people; so it looks 11s if there is more trouble 
ahead. If Mr. Mentz thrusts himself upon a peo­
ple who h11vo given bim proofs that neither the 
white people nor the negrocs want him here, we 
sh«II through the columns of tho Banner expose his 
miserable, rickety oh"rncter. 

"We we.re posted by respectable men in New 
Orleans in regard to the character ho bears where 
ho ii, best known." 

Finding that he could protect no per~on, but 
was himself in liourly peril of assassination, 
he left the parish. 

The spirit of Daniel Dennett is exhibited in 
the article which he wrote and published in the 
Planters' Banner of August 15, 1868: 

"Thad. Steven• is dead.-Tbe prayers of the right· 
eous have nt Inst removed the congressional curse I 
May old BROWNLOW, BU'l'Llm, and all such politfoal 
moostorssoon fol low the example of their illustrious 
predecessorl May bis new iron-works wean him 
from eurth, and the fires of his new fnrnace never 
go out! The devil will get on a big •bender' now. 
\\Tith Thad. St~veos in his c&binet and BurLER in 
\'{ ashinjl'ton. he can mllnage things in both kingdoms 
to his liking. Lucky devil l" 

Mr. Speaker, this example shows how far a 
northern man must.go when he panders to the 
South. Jt should be a warning to statesmen 
entering that downward way which has led to 
destruction so many brilliant, ambitious men. 
The entrance is under a graceful arch of honor, 
festooned with flowers of fia,tery aud labeled 
in gilded letters "Conciliation." He who 
passes within must leave his betterJ"udgrnent 
and conscience behind and is sel om seen 
again among patriots. 

Yet Daniel Dennett hath his reward; his 
paper is indorsed by the leading men of his 
parish, and is one of the most i11tlue11tial jour­
nals in Louisiana. To such sheets, more than 
to any ot.her single cause, the condition of the 
Son th is due; and upon the heads of such editors 
is the blood of thousands of innocent men. 

Another riot occurred in the parish of St. 
Bernard, below Ni,w Orleans, in which the 
worst characters of that city participated. And 
in the city of New Orleans several bloody 
scenes were enacted, in which defenseless col­
ored men were murdered. .Masses of Demo• 
crats, "Knights oft_he White Camelia," firing 
r_ifles and revolvers mto processions of RPpub• 
hcans; gangs of assassins hunting and chasing 
negroes through the public streets by day and 
night, and shooting them on sight, so that in 
many quarters for days together it was death 
tor a man of color to appear. 

General Ed ward Hat.ch says: 
Question. How would the list of wounded compare 

with the killed? . 
Ans,cer. I think the wounded would hear a very 

small proportion to the killed. I will give you an 
instance, in front of my boarding-house. corner of 
St. Andrew's u.nd Colh;cum streets, I sa.w some men 
kill n negro; they wounded him two or threo times, 
and fin,,Jly nnished him. It was done in the pres­
ence of ladies. 'l'hwc were no arrests made, and 
nothing done in the matter. It. is very seldom a 
negro is simply wounded. If he is hit at all he is 
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Republican States of Mississippi and Florida, 
so that, if unchecked by the strong arm of the 
law, l,acked by military force, they will sweep 
all the States of the South. 

Gentlemen from the 8outh rise here in their 
places and tell us that in their districts there are 
no outrages. Democratic members read from 
reports of Governors and generals of two years 
ago that there were then no outrages, meaning 
to have it inferred that therefore there are 
none now. And we may take safely those 
statements to be true, for organization in its 
full force doing its hellish work has not yet 
existed everywhere in the Sonth. In the re· 
bellion the confederate army was not all at 
once organized in every State. Notwithstand· 
ing years of previous preparation, it took 
months to bring all the rebellious States into 
line. So it is no cause for wonder that this 
stealthy organization is not yet completed to 
its full extent in every one of the late slave 
States, as, if unopposed, it soon will be. 

It is evident that the lawh,ssness of the 
South, at first undirected save by its hates, is 
now become organized in the service of a polit­
ical [H1t-ty to crush its opponents, and to drive 
from their borders every friend of a ltepub· 
lican Administration. . For this purpose it is 
organized. For this purpose it receives the 
orders and executes the decrees of a central 
chief. For this purpose it murdern legislators 
and judgrs, burns school-houses and churches, 
murdcrn mail agents, overawes courts and 
assaults the judges, !Jreaks jails and kills or 
releases the prisoners as they am foes or 
friends, hinders the collection of the revenue 
and outrages its officers, and levies a stealthy 
war upon tlie United States, in which itis sup­
ported by a majority of those who favor the 
cause of secession in the South, or its vile 
bands eoul<l not sustain themselves for an 
hour; is connived at by and in collusion with 
State governments in some States, or is too 
powerful or too wary to be met in all where it 
has shown its monster head. 

If it was not political in the beginning, yet 
as the objects of its fury, as to persons, were 
uegrocs and northern men who bad gone South, 
the only friends of repnblican liberty; and as 
to property, school-houses, and churches, and 
the humble dwellings of the people-all of 
which we proudly claim to be the friends and 
instruments for the propagandism of Repub• 
lican principles-it has necessarily become a 
political engine in the hands of the Democ· 
racy, who oppose iiberty and equality of right 
in the South, and all education and religious 
instruction there. If I err in this, let any 
gentleman point me to a school-house or 
church built in the South for the use of the 
poor man, white or black, by money subscribed 
by a Democratic organization in the North, 
and I will retract the charge; while I can find 
hundreds of both built by Republican socie­
ties, both secular and religious. 

I admit fully that these are grave charges, at 
once against the Democratic party and a por­
tion or the people of the South; and if, as it is 
claimed, these things are mere figments of the 
imagination-if, as is claimed here in debate, 
these outrages are only sporadic, and are 
frowned down and punished by the communi· 
ties in which they occur as a rule, or crime as 
committed and punished, to use the jeers and 
taunts of gentlemen, in Massachusetts, then 
we are open to all the charges made against 
us by the Democratic advocates on this floor 
of the maintenance of the present state of 
atfoirs in the South-that we are sirnplyendeav­
ori ug to get up a cry for party purposes, and 
we ought to be hurled from our seats by a 
deceived and indignant people. Let me, there• 
fore, exhibit, a portion only of the proof upon 
which 1 propose to stand or fall, even if there 
were none other, in the judment of every right· 
minded man, 

• DOCUMENTARY PROOFS. 
North Carolina. 

The recent trials aud the repods of the Sen• 

ate committee of investigation have shown the 
existence of a secret Ku Klux organization in 
this State, as we have already seen, of forty 
thousand men, controlling the election, murder• 
ing a State senator in the jury-room of a court­
honse on the day when a Democratic conven­
tion was sitting in the court-room overhead; 
able to put at defiance the courts; requiring 
martial law to be proclaimed by the Governor; 
strong enough to resist even that, and then 
strong enough to procure that Governor's im­
peachment for striving to execute the laws t.o 
protect his people and put down these crimt's. 
Does any mau doubt the existence of such an 
organization, under the names of" Heroes of 
Arneric:c," "the Hed Rt.rings," "the White 
Brntherhood," "the Constitutional Union 
Guards," "the Invisible Empire," and the 
"Ku Klux Klan," all, save the last, significant 
of political orgauization '/ Docs ,my one doubt 
that by the in!lncnce of these organizatiorrn the 
election in North Carolina was r.anicd in the 
last campaign'/ Does any one doubt that tJ1c 
influence of these orgauizations has impeachml 
Governor Holden, and now proposeH lo pro• 
cecd with the impeachment of' the Lieutenant, 
Governor'/ If any one has donbt.s of all this, 
let him read the testimony of ,I amcs K Boyd, 
given under oath !Jcfore the committee of' the 
Senate, the substance of which 110 :1!limrntive 
evidence h:,s contradicted or denied: 

0 Oucsf'l.'.on. \Vhat i;-.; your kuowloclg-o of I.ho ohjoel, 
nud ex tent of thi~ org-;.i.nir.atiou l liro111.;-l1ou t, t,la~ Ht.aJp'? 

"Answer. l enu ouly :-::ta.to fro111 hon.r,-ta;v---whal 1 
hn.vo he:t.J'(l from 11101ubor.s of tho orgnui·t.atinn. Thu 
number of tho 111embor . ..; of tho orgauizat.ion i~ ::;11p­
po::;c1] to be forty lhou~a.tHl. rrhoir object WIW thu 
overthrow of the rceon~trndio11 1rnlicy oJ' Congro~~ 
a.ntl tho disfranchiHeincnt of tho ncgro. Thorn aro 
two other organiza.t.iom, hm-1i1lc;-,; that ot' tho \Vhilc 
llrothorhood, as I :-mid bl'forc. I wa::,1 a. l'ull 1uemhtw 
of ono of them and partly II n1t1mbor in the other. 
I cannot s:cy tlrnt J cousi,lorcd myscll"ro,tlly "· mom­
bcr of the other. Ono organi.za,t.ion wa8 oa.llc(l t.ho 
lnvif.,iblc Emniro. T1horo is nnother orgnniz:~lion, 
which rnthor superseded the \I' hito Brotherl,ood in 
my couuty, after it hatl gono on for ::1omo timo, tind 
was callcil tlle Constitntioual lJHion Ouards. whoso 
oaths and man rrnr of opornt inn wcro a,bont tho :-m mo. 
Thero wns very liltlc differe11(·e: ~ome ohango in tho 
signs. 1l'ho si:-tn of recognition wa.s by crrn;:--ing thn 
hn.nd on the breast. 

" (J1u:1;tim-... \Vere iho~o f-iCJHtrn.to org-:tni:r.:ttiou.s, 
,vith :mecc~sivo grades or ra.nl,:--, all lhc ~rn.mo 1 

"A 11H1N:i'. l l.hink tho Constitutional Union Oun.rd:-i 
t1ml the White llrothcrhood woronot t,ho smno. 'l'ho 
organi1.i:tlion~ originated in difforent pa.rts ol' tho 
county, having in viow the s1uuo ob.ioetH nud with 
about tho rnme grndcs. 'l'horown.s very little differ­
onco in their oatll~ or rcgula.tionx, as to the 1u1l.uner 
of orgn..nb-,a,lion or procecdiug-s, 1 novor took the 
oa.t.h as :t mombcr of the Invi::1iblo Empire. I wus 
at Raleigh Inst willter. uud llr. J·ohn A. Moore, who 
was at that tiinc a Democratio rnom\Jcr of tho homrn 
of roprcscnla.livcs of North Cn,rolina. from lllfs couulr 1 

,111d who w:ts also" member of tho White .ilrothor­
hood, nnd knew mo to bo such, informed mo that 
there w<.1;s anothororganiza.tion, which wu,:1 intended 
to take tho place oft ho Whitellrotherhoo<l. lt was 
known as tho Invisible Empiro; an,l he sn,id tlrnt 
Ua,milton 0. Jones, a, State senator from :Th-lccklon­
burg county, had agreed to furnish him with the 
necessary a,uthori ty to establish it in my conn ty. lie 
informed mo what tho Bigns were. The recognition 
was tho same as that of the White Brothorhoo,l, by 
turning the la.1>el of the coat a.s if looking for ti pin, 
and if the party <lid not notice it, tho 0110 making 
tho sign could inquire for a, pin to cn.ll attention." 

Ilere you find signs, pass words, and oaths. 
Look further, and you will find how night meet­
iugs were organized, showing that it was an 
organization to do its work by stealth and in 
darkness: 

"'l'hey had a method of designating meetings in the 
day~time and night-timo which I <lo not remember 
precisely. but I think a night mcetingwasdesignated 
by a haJf-moon drnwn on l1 piece of pa1rnr, and the 
day of the monLh was put in different places about 
it, so that those who were well versed in the matter 
would understand it. '!'ho affidavit of John W. Long, 
who was a member of the organization. gave a full 
explanation of thoso thin11s. It was admitted to have 
been correct, I believe, by other members of tho 
orgt1nization." 

Look still further, and you will find how this 
terrible banditti operated, and what was the 
objects and results of their awful work: 

"Que,tion. Wha,t h,ts been the course of tho lea<lini! 
men of your party, and of the press, town.rd you in 
consequence of the testimony given by you in expos­

, ing this organization 'I 
"'Ansioer. I <lo not know, exceptitS to the Sentinel, 

published in Raleigh by 111r. Turner, which is recog-

ni.,rnd as the lcrLding- organ of the Com-•crv:itive party. 
It has abused me very 1nueh, ri.rnl consigned tne to 
info.my in 011c of its article:; directly a.ftcr my cvi .. 
<lence ,Ya..l"I published. Now, t ha.d a cou,-cr:--ation 
with Mr. 'l'urner at Hillsborough. I was there at a 
meeting of the stockholucrs of the North C,1,rolina. 
railroad. on the 15th of July. I \Va~ at thu.t t,ime a. 
ca,ndidatc in A.lama.nee county. He n~ketl m,e tho 
1>rospects of success. I told him I thought they were 
very good. llo saitl then that he heard or ha(l hecn 
informed or h:ul tsomo intimn.t ion that tho Ru Klux 
were going to rise the uight before election ancl 
go to the houses of the ncir1Hi~ ru1U tell them if they 
went to tho election and voted they would meet 
them on their return in the cnmiug. I toltl him I 
thought it woul(l be wrong; that I thought we would 
bo able to carry the Stu.to, and it woul(l lie :illei::cd 
:1~ unfn.irnes~ on our part, :in<l would probably cause 
f:ome intrrforcneo on tho lHt,rt of Uongro~s or tho 
U1>vernmcnt with the election; that wo had had 
enough of ~nclt i11flucucc in North Ca.rolin:t. '£hen 
ho sai,l: · Ir [ were you, l would say nolhiug abont 
it in my ennva.-::-, neilher advi:·H) it, nor ~:iy anything 
agaiust it; l.iut it' tho boyi-; ca.n a:-:~i.--t yuu in getting 
Vt>te.s in tlwt, way, wily all right. Everything is fair 
in election.' 

"(!ne,;tion. The popular rir1.me by which j hi~ orgn.n­
ii'..1ition i~ callcil heiug· Ku Klux, wha.L a.ro t.homou,ns 
:uloptc<l to douy eouJH!etion \Vith it 'l 

"A'llsW1:1• • .ln tho cxpla11a,tio11 idvon by the pcr,;on 
i11lt.iali11g it wa~ }!tutl'.ll tha.li lho ori,:-auizalion was 
kuowa to tli o public as Ku Kl 11 x. but that, tho proper 
uame was \Vhilc Bl'otlicrhllod: and tlii~ dilforcueo 
was mntlo :-o thut Wh(\Il n, person who w:rn r<l:tlly tt 
lllt:mhor of lllo \Vhit.o Hrotherhoo,l w:rn put, \.lpon 
the witnt~:-:M~:ilnwl arnl n~kod if ho wa::i 1t member of 
t.ho Kn Klux, hn rout,l safoly swcnr ho was n()I; tlrnt 
ho ili1l not belong to tho orga.niz.ativJt whoso 1uo1u­
luws 1·eeo~nh1,{·d t hitt unmo. 

"(.!IU'.slion. In :-:peakiu~ nhout tho i,uni:shing of 
t11(:n on thP:-iC r:J.i(b, in Uin fir;-;t. part of your tcsli­
Jno11y, wh:it d() you lllG:l.ll '! 

•·AnH10c:r. "'ha .. tovor puui.-;luueutwat-! 11:is~wd upon 
in the cump. 

•'(,>flc1:itiun. For wlrnt woro t.liey JH1lli:-;l1c(l? 
1 • A IIHIIN'I'. I do not know; .iusL w lrntuver they 8U.W 

pro/""._ H they thought tho 1111111 ought to b,, kille\l 
for )Oini:c too prorniuont in polit.h;:-;, tln,y wonl1l l.ln,vo 
a HHHl!.it1g- and Jnt:-.x ~entonco lllHlll him. I hn.vo 110 
don ht in my own mind (though [ havo no infurma,­
t ion frorn otlH•rl{ tha.t :-ueh wnR tho caso) hut whn.t 
Oullaw wa:-i kill{J{.l iu order to brca.k u11 tho orgau­
i1.ation of tho colored voters i11 my own couut.r. or 
friid1tm1 thom away from voting. . 

'"(JncHtiun. Wt.wo other puui~hmont;s iuilietcd in 
your eonut.y beshlcH this 't 

.. A 1i,,;11wr. Y cs sir. in oons~qucnco of Outlaw's 
nnmlor" ne~rn by tho namn of William ·Puryear, l\ 
htdf-simvlo fellow, who, it i~ Baitl snw :,.omo of hht 
nchd1bors returning in disguiso from Grn.hau1 tho 
ni~ht tlrnt Outl11w was hung. Wtts drownc,l in tho 
1nill-p1H1ct. 

''Qur>Hlinn. \Voro thorcanywhipJiing~in tho county? 
".il11,'itncr. YeN, 8ir. 1 believe theru were onu hun­

drc<l or one hundred a.nil tiny in tho la:-;t two years 
in the eou11ty, while nn<l bl:ick. Somo havo bocn 
whiPI)Otl two or throo times." 

Thus you will sec it was political, and that 
its intents were, "all is fair in elections," even 
to murder. When did this organization, so 
1.errihle in ils force, so secret, in its action, so 
guarded by oaths, so heinous in its crimes, of 
which I have yet given you only two murders 
and a hundred whippings as specimens, begin"? 
Let again the sworn testimony auswer: 

"Qncstion. Do you know when this organization 
first stitrtod in North Cnrolinii 'I 

"An,nver. No, sir; my first, kuowlcdgo ofit wasso1uo 
timo during tho lll'esidontin..l canvass of1Sli8. I cn.n­
vussed my count.yon tho c3cyrnour mHI lllair tickot, 
and went into tho county of ltandolr,h and rn,ulo a 
~pooch nt Liborly. 'l'hore ngentlo111n.u fro1uGuilfortl 
county, hy the namo of lliggius, ciu_uo up to 1ho U.tHl 
Rn.id tha.t was his businc:-:~; antl I bciug n. strong 
])cmocrn,t. and of counm favorable to tho cause, ho 
ha.<l 110 delieacy in a.pproaching mo about it. 

·• (Jue8tion. Was the ord,•r m,ule nso of to advance 
the c11nso of the Dcmocrntic party'/ 

uAns1ver. Oh, yes; undoubtedly. 
" (J1iestion. Do you know who i~ the recognized 

leader amt head ofit in North Carolina? 
'".AnHwer. I do 110t. President Johnson was said 

to lrnvc been the leader in the United States. That 
was tho information given to the members when 
ti.icy cu.mo in." 

What were its ramifications and what. was 
its extent? Let again the sworn testimony 
answer: 

"'Que,tion. Do you know whether that was true? 
0 An&we,·. No, sir; only it was so stated. 
"Que8tion. Was there 11ny understanding that the 

organizittion in the county was connected with the 
State organization? 

"An•we,•, Oh, yes, sir; that was understood, that it 
was connected not only throughout the State, but 
throughout tho United States. 

"Quc•tion. And mn down to it precinct? 
"An•we.-. Y cs, sir; to :, carn!l undc1· command of a 

captain. 
•· Q1iestion. How loug were you a member of the 

organization in goocl stt1nding? . 
'"An•wei•. Woll, sh·, I suppose m~standill.l!'WaSgood 

up to tho time I was arrested by Colonel Kirk.'' · SRA008
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But the fast-traveling minute-hand of the 
clock warns me that I must hasten on. 

Tennessee. 
You have already had these matters fully 

opened at your bar by the gentleman from 
Tennessee, [Mr. MAYNARD,] who has told you 
wlmt he does know of the outrage and wrong 
in that State. You have also the fact that last 
year the Democratic Governor, after invoking 
in vain the whole power of the State to sup­
press these Ku Klux Klans, called upon the 
President of the United States for aid in that 
behalf, but could not obtain it because the 
Legislature was in session, and, although re· 
quested by repeated messages, they would not 
aid their Executive in that behalf to have life 
and property protected; so that they fully 
appear to be in collusion with that organiza­
tion. So far as Tennessee is concerned, I 
desire to add only a single letter from the 
office of the supervisor of internal revenue to 
bring down the acts of this Ku Klux organiza­
tion to the present time; and while l mourn, 
as l ought, the unnecessary shedding of blood, 
yet I thank God for the courage of that negro, 
who, in defending his own roof-tree and hearth­
stone, shot down the sheriff and constable 
who, as a leader of the Ku Klux, invaded both I 
Does any Democrat want more evidence as to 
the existence of the terrible order of Ku Klux 
Klaus in Tennessee? If so, I refer him to the 
several acts of her Legislature on her statute­
books, passed in attempting to suppress that 
order, but in vain, because there was no power 
in the State strong enough so to do. 

UNI'l'l<:D S1rA'r1..:s lN'l'BRNAI, R1<:vRNUFJ. 
SUPF:RVISOR"s OFFICE, D1wmIC'l' OP 'l'IrnNES:;EE. 

N ASIIV ILLE, Narch 8, 1871. 
GENERAL: ,vo have to inform :l'OU of another of 

the nunierous outrages which u.re of suoh frequent 
occurrence throughout Middle and Western Ten­
nessee. We ai:c informed by reliable men that on 
'.rhurs<1~1y night, last a huge force of Ku Klux went 
to the house of two respecta.ble colored men nea.r 
Murfreesboro to take their lives, but failed to find 
thorn. They (the Ku Klux) returned to the house of 
these colored men on .. H'riday night, and agn.in the 
colored men were out; but ou Saturday night last 
the Ku Klux again visited these two colored men 
;1,utl Uemanded a.Umission, &-c. The colored meu 
rofuscd to admit them or to come out. Then the Ku 
Klux fired on them through the window, one of the 
bullets striking tt cvlored woman, wife of one of the 
men, autl wounUiu:; her through tho knee ba<liy. 
'.L'he colored men then tire<l on the Ku Klux, and 
killed their leader or captain right on the steps of 
thceolorcd UH.m's house. Thol(n lGux were lllaskcd 
and deelHatecl with their infornal regn.lias. ri1hey 
tried to get the body of their leader away, but the 
colored men stood their grournl bravely, a.ml obliged 
them to leave him there. And there he remained 
until morning, when he was identified, and proved 
to be" Pat Ii1man," a constable and deputy sheriff 
of' Rutlierford county. 'fhese two colored men arc 
now hiding for their lives, and are being searched 
for nightly by these fiends in human shape, They 
have sciceeeded in getting a letter to us, written by 
a reliable Union rru.1n in J\lurfreesboro, giving these 
facts. and got it through by a messenger, who also 
gives us the:,e 8tatcments. 

\V c immediately went to General Pennypackcrt 
post commanUant. and ~ot an officer ~tn<l fift.een men 
from the sixteenth intantry, and with two deputy 
United States marshals 11'Lve sent for these colored 
men and to a.rrcst some of the Ku Klux if possible, 
'fhe 'colored men reside near b1urfrecsboro, and are· 
reputed to be honest, quiet men, but_ firm _Union 
men. Their nawel:'i a.re Wiley and \V1lha.m Krnsbro. 
w· e feel that they ought to be protected, and are 
trying to aid them; but unless your bill, or some 
similar one. becomes law and is vigorously enforced, 
no Union llln.n can remn..in in Tennessee in six months 
more. Strange as it may seem to men re:-:iiding in 
the quiet North, not one word is said u.gainst these 
outrages by the DemocraLic newspapcrl:'i or native 
citizens. except by a few 8ourn.l Union men. 

ltevenuc oilicers anJ Union men are constantly 
driven off, whipped, maltreated, ttnd shot frequently 
all over .i\tlidJ.lo and \Vest 'l'cnncssee. Our revenue 
officers and deputy marshals were fired on only four 
da.ys ago at Che~tnut l\lound, Smith county, Tennes­
see, And now we appeal to you aml Congress for 
aid and protection. 

Very respectfully, 
WILLIAM A. GARETT, 

U. S. Revenue l)epartment, Strtte of J.'enneBeee. 
W. If.GOODWIN, 

U.S. Commissioner, late Judge Wilson l}o. Court, 
Hon. :ll •. b'. BG'rLEH, bf. C., Washington, JJ, C. 

Kentucky. 
Do the Ku Klux ban<litti exist in Kentucky, 

that dark au<l bloody ground, where the savage 
and brutal passions of men never. yet have 
found restraint either by time, place, or cir• 

cumstance, civilization or education, so that 
neither the palsy of years can control them, 
gray hair soften them, the solemnity of place 
or occasion curb them, insomuch that their 
untaught and untamed outbursts may break 
forth even in the Senate Chamber of the United 
States, their impotent rage exhibiting itself 
with the whining and piping voice of an imbe• 
cile and unhonored old age? 

Listen to the evidence that the Ku Klux 
order still reigns in Kentucky, and its Legis­
lature connives at its power, its outrages, its 
felonies and murders, by refusing to _pass laws 
for their suppression. I quote the Louisville 
Courier-Journal of March 24, 1871, a Demo· 
cratic journal, which, in describing the doings 
of the Legislature of Kentucky, thus avers the 
truth of its delineations. It says: 

"Our sole object is good Democr!l.tic government. 
The record is down in good black and white. No 
man can go ha.ck of that." * * * * "Tho 
Kentucky Legislature bus adjourned at last .. It eked 
out its existence as long as it was able, and died re­
luctantly. No one mourns it but itself," • * 
* * .. The record it leaves behind it is simply 
disgraceful." * * * * "'Take its action 
on any one of the leading questions that eumo before 
it-the Cincinnati railroad bill, the Ku Klux bill, 
the conventional interest bill, the negro testimony 
bill-and we have nothing but a weary chronicle of 
purposeless imbecility a.nd pretentious diSJ)I ay." * 
* * * •· But what sllall wo say of' its treat­
ment of the Ku Klux bill? It piddled from first to 
last, aml dare<I not act. Its timidity serve,l to en­
courage violence. which increased itsaudacit.y. Out­
J::1w1·y wont on uncha.tlongod under its very elbow. 
It paid no attention to tho North Benson n.ffair, 
which rn,ng all over the country. It did. not so much 
as rebuke tho rn.id upon Pran kfort." * * * 
* "In the matter of the Ku Klux we see how its 
non-action ha.R embarrassed us at Washington. Our 
s~nat.ors and 1-tcprescnta.tivos arc weaponless. They 
~ay nothing. 11~hc Legislature has put the weapons 
in the hands of tho enemy." * * * * 
"The i<lle gabble tlrnt tho Ku Klux are R:tdicals in 
<lisguiso is even weaker than the silly platitude tlrnt 
there is no such thing as the Ku Klux o.t all. If tho 
Ki, Klux a.re ltadicals, the moro reason to put them 
down. lf there is no such order, there is outhtwry 
which calls for extra<lrdinary appliances. 'l'hese 
appliance8 our Governor recommended. The press 
urged them. But the Legishtturo stood with tL cigar 
in its mouth and n, cbruupagne glass in its han<l., 
and would do nothing," * * • * "'£he 
reconl is down in black and white. No man can go 
back of that," 

ls further evidence wanted of Ku Klux or 
their deeds in Kentucky? Let the ruany-times­
attempted-to-be·rnnrdered black mail agent on 
the route between her principal cities answer, 
who was trying to convey some intelligence to 
her citizens, guarded by soldiers of the Uni­
ted States, until the Government, tired of the 
profitless and dangerous attempt to enlighten 
them, left Kentucky to her own ignorance and 
darkness. Alas, for Kentucky when under 
Democratic rnle I Neither rebel nor loyal in 
the war, endeavoring to maintain a treacher­
ous neutrality when the life of the nation and 
the perpetuity of republican government hung 
trembling on the arbitrament of arms, not dar· 
ing to stand openly with either side, but in fact 
in secret league with treason, she remained 
weak and powerless, tu be raided over by the 
guerrillas of both, until, by the confession of 
her own favorite journal, she has lost in peace 
all semblance of a Commonwealth, and re­
lapsing into barbarism, is impotent to protect 
her own capital from the raid:, of felon out' 
laws, who murder her citizens while her legis­
lators stand approvingly looking on, with a 
cigar in mouth and a glass of champagne in 
hand. Thus her renown is to be only that of 
a battle-ground of disorder and anarchy. Let 
us write of her as was commanded in the 
Apocalypse the angel of the church of Laodi­
cea, "l know thy works, that thou art neither 
cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot. 
So then, because thon artlnkewarm, and neither 
cold nor hot, I will spew thee out of my 
mouth." 

!Jisaiasippi. 
In this State we have a Republican Legisla­

ture and a Governor who was elected as a Re­
publican, but of whose fidelity to his party and 
principles some of the best and most reliable 

· men in that State have the gravest doubts. 
Let us see what effect on the Ku Klux the sup• 

posed Johnsonizing even of the chief magis• 
trate has had. It seems agreed, that so long 
as Governor Alcorn remained true com para• 
tive peace and quiet b!esSsed the State. But 
within a few weeks the most terrible outrages 
have been perpetrated, and there is plenary evi• 
dence that_ the Ku Klux, extending its organ• 
ization there, has control of the lives and for­
.tunes of its citizens. The first piece of evidenc~ 
that I shall educe is a letter written by a gen• 
tleman of the highest standing in that State. 
I suppress his name for obvious prudential 
reasons. His life would not be safe an hour 
if his name were known; but if I were able to 
give that name from the original letter, which 
I have, his statement would carry convictioq 
to every one who heard it. Here, then, is the 
opinion of a distinguished citizen of Missis• 
sippi, well able to judge, written to one of her 
Senators: 

[Confidential.] 
MISSISSIPPI, March 16, 1871. 

MY DEAR G1rn,mAL: The condition of things in 
this State is far from being as promising or pleas­
ant as it was before you left us. The people (I mean 
the rabble and their cursed leaders) have not yet 
been conquered, bul only cornered; and, thoroughly 
organized, only await the slightest opportunity or 
assurnnce of wmikness in the m:iintenanee of the 
laws to break out in a grand carnival of the most 
hellish crimes. 

Up to within a few weeks the country was com­
paratively quiet, and apparently it was safe to come 
aml go itnywhero in the St .. te at pleasure, but the 
Governor up to that time seemed to be firm in his 
determination to enforce Ja,w and order at any ex­
pense or s:wrifice; at least this was his position on 
paper, and tho test lrnd not been proved thoroughly, 

But we ILl"C now on :i different basis. This whole 
State is a smoldering volcano, seething and burn­
ing with a Uesiro to lmr.st forth awl wipe oui t.he 
trtw Rermblican element. I am afrn.id tha.t most of 
these people, who, iu the language of Governor A., 
arc ·· racy of the soil of the South,'• desire to wipe 
out the northern Republican element as stan<ling 
in the wny of n speedy return, through violence and 
crime, to a system of compulsory servitude, that 
being wlrnt they all havu been taught to believe is 
the only system with which lies success. With nono 
but this element in power, ant! with an organized 
sys tern of lawlessness or carelessness of human rights 
or even life, 1egisla,tion might be framed to accom­
JJlish this purpose quite as effectually as slavery 
itself. I tell you, tbn,t though slavery is n,vparently 
dea,d and freedom has risen instead, that it will not 
la.st. unless the strong arm of son1e government is 
raised to crush out the hellish designs of Democracy. 
L:tw a.nd order must be maintained and made respect­
able with the masses; and tho spirit of crime and 
its aeeorn-vlishmen t must be made odious here and 
crushed out. 

Other published reports and documents sus• 
tain the existence of this state of things, which 
calls imperatively for the action of Congress. 
I will not trouble the House with the original 
extracts from the papers gi ving'accounts of out­
rages, as they are thoroughly notorious to the 
country and never have been denied, but con· 
tent myself with a simple statement of the facts, 
every one of which can be verified and will be 
verified by legislative investigation which is 
now going on there. 

In Meridian a riot was inaugurated by white 
men in a court-room, in which the judge and 
eight or ten negroes were killed. Hon. Wil• 
liarn Sturgis, mayor of the city, was arrested 
by an armed band, and put on board the 
cars, and ordered to leave for the North, and 
compelled to promise he would never return. 
Hon. J. Aaron Moore, a member of the Legis• 
lature and a minister of the gospel, a colored 
man, was hunted through the woods, and every 
train guarded for his capture, and he only 
escapetl with his life to Jackson. That night 
his house and all his property was burned 
over the heads of his family, and they were 
turned ont of doors in a condition which in a 
moment will be described to you in his own 
words. The same night the African church 
in that town was burned. In the following 
letter Mr. Moore describes the condition in 
which he escaped with his life: 

JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI, March, 1871. 
Hon A. A,<Es: 

I take the opportunity to inform you that. I h:wa 
had a great deal of trouble. You have heard of it, 
I thank God that I am yet alive. I find a hard time 
to get to Jackson; and 11fter I got here my wife and 
children came and told me that our house was burned 
down and all that we-had burned up, 'fhey didn't 
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have a rag of clothes but what they had on, and not 
a mouthful to eat. My family are in great suffering. 
I am driven from home, and have no house that I 
Qan pnt my family in. What shall I do? I thank 
mY Uod that I am yet alive, There will never be any 
peace at-Meridian nntil it is put under martial law; 
and, in my opinion, they should understand it. 

): have the honor to remain, your humble servant, 
J. AARON MOORE. 

Governor Alcorn has telegraphed here that 
a riot occurred in Meridian, which was at once· 
suppressed, but that the matter was to undergo 
legal investigation. Gentlemen of the House 
of Representatives, I have the result of that 
legal investigation into the murder of eight 
men, the arson in the night-time of dwelling­
houses and churches, and the forcible extradi­
tion, under threats by an armed band, of the 
mayor of the town, and the escape, with his 
life, of the representative of that city in the 
Legislature of his State. What do you suppose 
was the severe punishment meted out for such 
murders and felonies? Two men were bound 
over by the examining magistrate in the sum 
of $500 each to answer to the grand jury for 
an unlawful assembly, or such other charges 
as might be brought against them, and another 
one in the sum of $100. And this mockerv 
of justice is the legal protection that Governor 
Alcorn gives to the citizens of his State I 

The Governor's telegram goes on still fur• 
ther to say that some "minor offenses" have 
been committed on the borders of the State, 
near the Alabama line. What do you suppose 
those minor offenses were? I will give it in the 
words of a paper published in that State, show· 
ing the person upon whom it was committed 
and the motives of the perpetrators. Colonel 
Allen P. Huggins, assessor of the United States 
internal revenue for the third district, was 
seized by a band of one hundred and twenty 
armed men, whipped, and driven from the 
State, and has come to this capital to report 
the facts to the Treasury Department. 

In the committee-room of your committee, 
which reported tbe bill now under discussion, 
were corroborated all these facts. He was pre­
sented to the gentlemen of the committee on 
both sides of the House, and they were thus 
afforded opportunity to put such questions to 
him as they desired for the discovery of the 
truth. Here, then, is the case of a United 
St:ites officer, a gentleman of high character, 
a brave and gallaut soldier of the Union durirw 
the war, his person scourged with one hundred 
lashes of an accursed whip, and himself driven 
from his home, simply because he was a Uni· 
ted Stati;s ollic~ in discharge of his duty. 

Let me_first read you the description of the 
crime, with the motives of its perpetrators, 
from a paper published in the State: 

"c1nnther Outrage.-Hon. Allen P. Huggins, the 
U n_1ted States assessor of the thir<l district, and who 
resides at Aberdeen. Monroe county. wn.s a du,y or so 
ago compelled to go out in his county in pursuit of 
the ordinary requirements of his otlice. Whilo so 
engaged ho stopped for a. short timo at tho house of 
a gentleman, where he m1s well received and all the 
courtesies thn,t could be expected from a strnuger 
were extended to him. It was about ten miles from 
Aberdeen. 

"While there he was waited upon by about one 
hundred and twenty-fi1•e men, as we h_ave been in­
formed, and ordered to leave the county in ten days. 
It was also stated to him, as we arc informed, that 
the;·o_were no particular comp]n,ints to mrLke of him 
rnd1v1dua1ly, but that the tax laws were so obnox­
ious that it was the intention of a certain class of the 
people to_ defeat them, if possible; at any rate, to 
resist their enforcement. 

"Mr. Huggins wns ta.ke.n out by a masked body of 
about one hundred and twenty-five men, was given 
one hundred good, sound lashes, and then released 

"_The lead~r of Urn party s:iid that there was n~ 
f)reJuthce agarns~ Mr. Ilngginsindividually, but that 
1t was the rntentrnn of the p~ople whom they repre­
sentc1 not to pay taxes which were assessed upon 
them 11.1s t year." 

Now, hear the same thing described in the 
hellish language of the Ku Klux Klan that did 
it, as published in a Democratic journal, which 
ought to be respectable, in the town where he 
had his office; how the person of a soldier of 
the Union was disgraced with twenty-five lashes, 
and then, upon refusing to obey their com­
mands; seventy-live more were inflicted, until 
the very life was crushed out of him. 

The Tri-Weekly Examiner, published at 
Aberdeen, contains the following article in its 
issue of the 15th instant: 

01.1,r "Midnight Correspondence." 
The following communic,ition. dated from the 

realm whence" the ebon goddess looks down inray­
less majesty upon a slumbering world," was dropped 
in the post office for us on Monday. 

Of course we h:ive no means of ascertaining 
whether it is genuine or not; but, as the paper upon 
which it was written had rather " sepulchral saYor 
o,nd the ink had been sanded with pulverized sul­
phur. we will submit it to the scrutiny and judgment 
of our readers, merelyremarking that we have erased 
a portion which was personal in its allusionst in 
accordance with the rules of our office: 

-, MrnXIGHT. March 13, 1871. 
Major Jo:-ms: Hearing a great many things that 

are not so, as to the proceedings of our org:anization, 
I have concluded to give a few facts, which you will 
please publish in yourTtrnrsday's issue. W c disturb 
no man who holds his tongue and attends to his own 
business, ]eaves home only at proper times, and pro­
vides for his family decently, and correct the whites 
as often as the blacks. 

We understand that Huggins says he did not prom­
ise us to leave; if such is the case, hereportcdfalscly. 
We gave hiru twenty-five lashes geutly, then asked 
him if he could leave this part of the "moral vine­
yard." He replied very independentlythathecould 
not make any such promise. One of the men that 
was killed at Metz then took charge of the silk rib­
bon, and gave him twenty-five more, but he still 
refused to make any such promise. 

Count Bismarck then took charge of the ribbon, 
and went up among the stars with it and came down 
on him, and if there is any truth in him he belched 
it out. We gave him ten days, and he said he would 
be gone. We hope he will fulfill his promise, for if 
we have to call on him any more, Ulysses will have 
to appoint an intern:il revenue officer to fill his place, 
Wo understand that the major and others have gone 
down to Jackson to see about organizing the militia; 
if so, when they return please tell them to notify us 
through your paper. We want them to move their 
command up on Splnnge and Sipsey_ Wewantthem 
all up there to fertilize and enrich that soil. 

If any of the gentry wish to see us, they will please 
call at our ofiice 11t about seven a. m. 

Hoping to sec this in your next issue, we rem>Lin, 
in the name of peace and order, K. K. K. 

But I have detained you with this document 
too long, the like of whith was never before 
seriously published in a civilized community; 
but there appears to be too great evidence of 
its genuineness and the hellish purposes of its 
threats. 

A few weeks before, four negroes were taken 
from the neighborhood of this same Aberdeen 
and carried across the bo1·ders of the State 
into Alabama and never yet have been heard 
of, and their bones, beyond doubt, are now 
whitening in some forest, denied even the se· 
pulture of an unknown grave. And these are 
what Governor Alcorn tells you are" the minor 
offenses on the border of the State of Missis• 
sip pi I" Judge ye what are the major. 

Need I go further? Need I vex: your ears 
or fill your souls with righteous indignation by 
a further recital of these grievous wrongs? If 
there were no others nor no more in the Uni• 
ted States, would not Congress be justified in 
using the whole power of the Go,·ernment 
under the Constitution, to redress these wrong~ 
and prevent their recurrence as a disgrace to 
the country and the civilization of the world? 
No other nation on earth would permit its 
citizens to be thus tortured and murdered 
and its officers stricken down defenseless and 
unavenged. 

Compare the safety of an American citizen 
in his own country, on his own soil, under his 
own flag, with that of a British subject where 
ever the rising sun greets his flag all around 
the_ world. ln far-off Abyssinia five British 
subJects were imprisoned, and that Govern· 
ment went to war, at an expense of millions of 
treasure, with the array of thousands of men. 
to punish the barbarous king who captured 
them and compel their release. 

. In Greece a lawless b~anditti, in the mount· 
ams, captured and murdered three British 
subjects, and the British Government made 
instant demand for reparation, and the whole 
power of the Greek nation was brought out to 
hunt down and punish the men who committed 
the murders, and yet En<>land is not satisfied 
until full indemnity is ~ade · while we are 
debatingherewhether the United States Gov­
ernment has any power under the Constitution 

to'either suppress such crimes or to punish the 
offen~er~, and men get up and suggest grave 
constitutional doubts, and men representin" 
Republican constituencies question whethe~ 
there is any competent legal authority in the 
United States to protect its own citizens under 
its own flag and upon its own soil, and yet a 
great political party, through its Represent• 
atives, denounce the bill which is intended 
and adapted as best we could to give the Pres­
ident of the United States, the Chief Execn• 
tive of the nation, the power to redress these 
wrongs as "infamous." The bill, indeed, has 
one infamous feature. It puts its antagonists 
who cover up these crimes and thereby becom~ 
accessories in their commission, in a position 
before the civilized world that will make them 
infamous now and forever. 

Alabama. 
While my colleague from the eighth district 

[Mr. HoAR] was speaking he was interrupted 
by a gentleman who represents a distri_ct in that 
State_on the other side of the House by saying 
that life and property were safe and undistui_bed 
in his district. His colleague from the same 
State [Mr. BUCKLEY] rose in his place the other 
day and informed us that from his personal 
knowledge a mail agent of the United States 
was shot in the mail-car, even as he was sort· 
ing his letters, by disguised men, and nobody 
had been arrested for the deed. 

I will not multiply further testimony of the 
bloody outrages in that St-ate, save simply to 
call the attention of the House to a pnblic>1tion 
of the American Missionary of October, 1870 
of the taking from the hands of the office; 
of the law and murder of Rev. W. C. Luke, a 
clergyman of tqe Methodist Episcopal church, 
and a missionary in that benighted region, 
whose only offense was that he was teachino­
the blacks the rudiments of an education unde~ 
a commission from his bishop. Himself and 
four of his pnpils were taken from the hands 
of the sheriff, who had arrested them, although 
they had done no wrong, and at midnight, by a 
band of thirty armed ruffians, hanged to trees, 
his murderers even refusing to transmit a last 
letter written to his wife and little ones as he 
was preparing to yield up his spirit to Him 
who gave it: 
[From the American Missionary of October, 1870.] 

Remarks of the edito-r. 
"1Ve do not often publish accounts of tho outrages 

of these American Thugs. They arc so harrowing to 
the feelings, the daily press so teems with them, and 
there seems so little hope of immediate relief, that 
we spare our read.ers. 

" But this narr'1ti ve is so entirely reliable, the facts 
are so touching, the innocence of the victim so com­
plete, and the closing letter so calm, heroic, a-nd 
Christian that we cannot withhold it. In the name 
of God and humanity, is there no remedy for these 
murders? Of what avail was the war? Of what value 
was the peace that leaves the land to groan under 
such outrages? 

" The 1W.,,rder by Ku Klux of W. C. Luke.-About a 
year ago (July, 1869) W. C. Luke left his wife and 
chilUren at, their rural home in Canada, a.nd bearing 
from his Methodist pastor a letter, telling of his long 
service as Sunday-school superintendent, he ap­
peared at the A. M. A.'s rooms in Cincinnati, asking 
for information in regard to a suitable field where 
he might estabHsh :1 village school for freedmen :1nd 
m,ike a home for his family. 

"It so happened that I met him at the A. M. A.'s 
rooms, and he decided at once to go to 'I'a11ndega, 
as clerk and carpenter, till the public schools 0£ 
Alabamn, should open. 

"Not having expected to go so far, he would be 
short of means, and so sawed wood the remainder 
of the week to pay his expenses over the Sabbath, 
till we should go to Talladeg>t. 

"\'Ve soon found hiln a faithful and earnest ma,n, 
doi11g with his might whatever his hands found to do. 

"He readily adjusted himself to our modes of 
prayer-meeting rmd Sabbath-school work, and be 
came n, working member of our church." 
**~******** "Various threats were circulated, till finally shots 

were fired just over his bed after so1nething hnd been 
thrown against his window evidently to nrnko him 
sit up in bed. But tho lives of others only wero 
endangered, as he happened to be absent that night. 

"T,nke seemed not disheartened but he delayed 
sending for his family," * * • * * * 

"The next day Luke and a large number of col­
ored people from Petona were arrested with or with• 
outformoflaw." * :i: * * * * * 

"Af, the preliminary trial all but four freedmen 
and Luke were released. 

"Near midnight from thirty to sixty disguised 
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armed men rode up to the house where the sheriff 
was keeping the five men, and, after a plea or two 
from persons present in behalf of the prisoners, they 
ili~eA1;/~~n~o the sheriff 'lfands off!' and bound 

·• After considerable pleading they permitted 
brother Luke to write to his wifo and a little time 
to pray, (I will inolose a copy of his letter, which 
was found sticking to a rail next morning.) 

"They then took them half a mile from town and 
hung them to three trees by the roadside. 

'"l'wo appa.rently were taken down and shot to 
provide ropes for the others. 

"At the coroner's inquest on Monday all five were 
laid side by side, with their hats turned over their 
faces and a rail pen put around them. 

"The friends of Luke with difficulty and danger 
succeeded in getting his body Tuesday morning, and 
buried it in Tn.lladega. The friends and rela,tivos 
of the others dared not go near their bodies, as they 
Jay there alone, under one of the trees on which they 
wore hung. 

"They wore burieil by the town a day or two later. 
"Luke's funeral was attended by many ofthelead­

ing citizens, white and black, of whom not a few felt 
that this was the deepest affliction of their lives." 
Oopy of the letter written bv W. C. Luke lo hiB wife on 

the niaht af his death by hanging. 
p A TON A, July 11, 1870. 

MY DEAR WIFE: I die to-night. It has been so 
determined by those who think I deserve it. God 
!mows I feel myself innocent. I have only sought 
to educate the negro. 

I little thought when leaving you so far away that 
we should then part forever. 

God's will be done l He will bo to you a better 
husband than I have been, and a father to onr six 
little ones. 

There is in the company's hands about two hun­
dred dollars of my money: also my trunk and clothes 
arc here. 

You can send for them or let Henry come for 
them as you think best. 

God of mercy bless and keep you, my dear, ilear 
wife and children 1 

Your WILLIAM. 
Let each member of the House read that 

letter, and ponder on the circumstances of his 
death, as published in a Christian magazine, 
no word of which has ever been denied, and 
then let him vote against a bill to repress such 
outrages if he dare; and then reckon with the 
people of his country, and afterward with his 
God! 

J?lorida. 
Here it is also true that we have a Repub­

lican Governor and a Republican Legisla­
ture; but the Legislature is powerless to pro• 
tect its members, and the Governor is ineffi• 
cient or powerless to execute the laws; or else 
both are as supine and senseless upon this sub­
ject as we hitherto have been in Congress. 
The honorable Mr. Hamilton, our colleague in 
the last, Congress, came to me in the House 
when we were voting the other day to adjourn 
this Congress finally, withont doing any busi­
ness, or afford any protection to life and prop• 
erty in his, State, under the resolution intro· 
duced hy my colleague, and, with tears stand· 
ing in his eyes, informed me that his friend and 
representative from the county in which he has 
his home was murdered by the Kn Klux Klan, 
his only offense being that he was so popular 
with the community among whom he lived that 
he was the only Republican in the county who 
could carry it in the coming election against 
a Democratic competitor. 

Even invalid women, who have been tempted 
to seek a home in that milder climate to eke 
out a life periled by disease, are not safe from 
outrage ; and by the judgment of the court 
there is no law in Florida to protect them, 
Let me read to you extracts from two letters 
which I have received from gentlemen of stand­
ing and probity even while this bill is under 
discussion, and whose name, for reasons that 
appear in the postscript to one of them, I sup· 
press, in proof of the fact that the Jaws of the 
Uuiw,d States do not even protect the occu­
pants in the peaceful possession of property 
purchased from the Government, to say noth· 
ing of that owned by a less valid title: 

ST, AUGUSTINE, FLORIDA, 11Iarch 20, 1871. 
DllAR. Sm: * * * " Hordes of ruthless, 

armed men, scarcely less desperate than savages, 
within the past three days, entered by force and 
took possession of property purchased by loyal citi­
Mns from the a.gents of the United States Govern­
ment, and occupied by feeble, invalid ladies; and 
by these armed men these h,dies, with their furniture 
and their protectors, ware forcibly thrust out .of 

doors. And the intruders now hold possession in 
fearless defiance of any law that now exists, as 
through fear or prejudice all existing h,ws are 
inoperative. * * * * * * 
Hon. BENJ, F. BUTLER, M. C., Washington, D. (J, 

ST. AUGUSTINE, FLORIDA, 1'1farch 24. 1871. 
DEAR Srn: Tho case of outrage against loyal citi­

zens of the South, who were invalid, timid ladies, 
by a disloyal horde of semi-savages, reported to you 
in my respects of tho 20th instant, culminated on tho 
22d instant in this wise: 

Complaint and affidavit had been made before a 
justice of the poaco against the invading parties for 
a violation of the peace in entering by force a.ml vio­
lence, and without pretense of law, and forcillly 
ejecting the persons and property of the loyal and 
lawful occupants and representatives of tho owner 
of the premises, and asking that they might be 
restrained and held by sureties for their future peace. 

The justice, on hearing counsel at the opening of 
the ease, verygravelydeoided that ho "failed to find 
any law in the statute-books making it an offense to 
enter a house unlawfully,'' and forthwith '" dhnnissed 
the (ten or twelve) accused with costs to tho com­
pl:tinant." 

The foregoing will serve to illustrate and confirm 
the statement made in my previous reports, tha­
our laws a.re inoperative in all cases where the cont 
flict is between lo:,al and disloyal persons. 

Reiterating our most earnest prayer for some 
immedi,1te relief from all Mch and similar outrages, 
I remain, den.i· sir, very respectfully, your obedient 
serv-a.nt. 

[Name suppressed for prudential reasons.] 
Hon. llF.NJ. F. Bu1'LER, M. C., Wa,hinuton, D. C. 

P. S.-Pending n.nd during the aforena.med pro­
ceedings, repeater! thrci,ts n.nd inlimiclntions wore 
made by these disloyal parties, that pnrties taking 
siiles against these outrages ought to he driven out 
of town, and that the.y had better be careful and not 
be found in certain localities in the woods, or they 
would be in danger of assassination in ambush, 

Mark the complacency with which the Florida 
Justice Dogberry writes himself down an ass 
by declaring that there is no law in that State 
to prevent the forcible entrance of armed men 
upon the property in peaceable possession of 
others, turning them out, and keeping them 
out by force of arms. If that be true, is it, not 
time that a bill was passed making an unlaw• 
ful banding together t'o do any act to deprive 
any citizen of the United States of the peace· 
able enjoyment of life, liberty, and property 
guarantied him by the Constitution a crime 
under the laws of the United States, so that 
the Constitution may become operative to 
give the citizen peace and protection under it? 

Georgia. 
The affairs of this State have been foUy dis• 

cussed before the House again and again. The 
attempt to change a legislative majority by the 
murder of enough men to alter that majority; 
the violently thrusting from their seats of the 
duly elected members, and putting others not 
elected in their seats, which caused Congress 
to remand the State for a time again under 
military rule, and the fact that there have been 
for months past columns of advertisements by 
the Governor containing offers of reward, in 
the aggregate amounting to $40,000, for the 
detection of eight different murders and out· 
rages, not one of which rewards has been 
claimed; not one of the perpetrators of which 
has been punished, shows that the Governor, 
however well disposed, is powerless by the 
ordinary process of judicial and State execu• 
tive power to protect the cit,izens against mid, 
night bands of stealthy ruffians. 

Routh OarolVna. 
The Executive of the State of South Caro• 

lina having found it necessary to call upon the 
President of the United States for interposi­
tion of arms renders it unimportant to produce 
evidence that in that State, at least, the State 
autliorities are overborue by these organized 
bands. The President has issued his proc­
lamation, under the law as it now stands, com• 
mantling these armed insurgents to disperse; 
but as they assemble each night and disperse 
with the rising sun each morning, such a proc• 
lamation, although required by law, seems 
al.most as ludicrous 1.1s it i8 futile. 

But how was the proclamation of your Presi• 
dent-the only exhibition of executive power 
he could under the laws make-received by 
these sworn banditti? Let the murderous facts 
answer, After your President's proclamation 

was published there, we hear that Dr. Win• 
smith, a resident and native of the State, a man 
venerable in years, loved in his community for 
the probity and virtues of his character, hav• 
ing filled many offices of trust and honor, was 
ruthlessly murdered at night by one of these 
bands who gather at night and disperse in the 
morning without any presidential proclama· 
tion. This act was done near the town of 
Spartanburg, and I append the sworn testi­
mony of a witness as to the existing state of 
outrage in that community: 
SPAltTANBURG, SOUTH CAROLINA: 

Personally appeared Henderson Cash before me, 
Enoch Cannon, notary public, and made oath that 
he was always Joyal to the United States Govern­
ment; that he is now forcer! to denouncethcE'edcral 
llepublican party to save his life, and that the Ku 
Klux had given him notice if he didnotdenounceRe­
publicanism that they would kill him; and that they 
hacl been to and broke into his house 011 the night 
of the 25th of February; but that ho (Cash) was in 
tho forest, as usual, for the safety of his life. Said 
Cash further says that there is a general reign of 
terror in the community, which is in the commun­
ity of Cowpens battle-ground, Spartanburg county, 
South Carolina, and thu.t loyal men are itfra.id to 
sleep at home in consequence of the many brutal 
outrages inflicted upon loyal men for the support of 
the Republican party. 

Sworn to, &e. E. CANNON, Notary Public. 
Your President.'s proclamation, therefore, 

and all the force of your Constitution and laws, 
are now powerless to protect the life of an hon­
ored citizen on your own soil under the flag,· 
to sustain which as a symbol of your power 
you sacrificed three hundred thousand lives 
and five thousand millions of treasure. Now, 
indeed, it seems as if our sons and brothers 
died in vain. 

Bear with me, even in the fleeting moments 
of time which remain, while I call the atten­
tion of the House a little more in detail to 
these crimes; to the condition of this new 
rebellion against the laws of the United States 
in South Carolina. She had the bad eminence 
to lead off in the late rebellion, and her people, 
by their lawless acts, entitle her to a like bad 
prominence in this new one. 

In the beginning of this session of Congress, 
in the discussion of the motion of the gentle­
man from Indiana that the committees should 
be appointed by the Speaker, so that we might 
proceed in legislation, I offered to have read 
as a portion of my remarks an official report 
of the chief constable of that State, showing 
that sinc.e the 20th of Oetober last, in five 
counties only, more than twenty men had been 
murdered, including two judges of probate, a 
legislator, and a county commissioner; that 
jails had been broken open, ten men taken 
therefrom and eight hanged, and that hundreds 
of men and women had beBn whipped, or were 
fleeing for their lives to the woods and swamps 
to protect themselves from rapine and murder. 
This official report was ruled inadmissible by 
the Chair upon the objection of the gentleman 
from New York, [Mr. Wooo,J who now stands 
here denying that there are any outrages in 
the South demanding our interposition, while 
he objects to official evidence thereof being 
received, upon the ground, I suppose-for none 
was stated, and I confess my ignorance of 
parliamentary law-that it was not proper to 
show that a state of anarchy existed in a por­
tion of the States of this Union as a reason 
why committees should be appointed, so that 
we could proceed to legislate to remedy the 
evil. 

The gentleman from New York, having 
smothered the official evidence of t.he facts, 
stands up here and reads by the hour, more or 
less, the common-place phrases of the Gov•. 
ernors of States, in their annual messages, 
wherein they flatter their people, i.n the hope 
of reelection, as evidence that all is quiet at 
the South, while he objects to the reaiiing of 
the official repo1·t of twenty murders. 

The movement was keen, astute, foxy, 
worthy of' its au.thor, but .will deceive onl_y 
himself, 

'l'he gentleman from. Ohio, [Mr, Mo1tGAN,] 
was driven to still greater strait for evidence 
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mankind than the rule of such men. They 
may c;irry an election; they may for a time 
terrify the friends of the country ; but their 
i-eign, like the earthquake and the hurricane, 
can be but for a short season. The man who 
masks himself ari~ rides at night, who drags 
the helpless from their beds to inflict scour~• 
ing and murder, who overpowers in cowardly 
clans of a hundred to one the object of his 
spite, does to his own nature a monstrous 
wrong, demoralizes himself, wastes his power, 
and disfranchises all that is godlike in his soul. 
He may terrify for a time the poor victims of 
his malice, but they, too, can· easily use such 
vulgar weapons, and he must soon grow weary 
in his shameful calling. 

The rebellion left many scars behind it, 
many sad battle-fields wilh their mounds of 
dead, many orphans, many cripples, many 
burnt aud desolate places, many great grave• 
yards, many disappointed and grieving hearts; 
but the saddest of all the relics of the win· are 
those malignant, treacherous, unrelenting 
souls, yet untouched by the magnanimous for. 
beamnce of their countrymen who have for• 
giveri and almost forgotten their treason, now 
kept only alive in memory by their matchless 
malignity. These mE'l1 cannot expect to thus 
defy the public sentiment of ali the just, to 
outrage human nature, to carry on war upon 
mankind; to strike at the vitals of society by 
stealth, by treachery, by violence, by perjury, 
by conspiracy, and by death, and not be visited 
at length by all the power of an incensed nation, 
swift to do justice. The evidence of these 
wrongs has been accumulating. Men were 
slow to believe in their existence, but they h,we 
at length been forced upon the pnblic view; 
and the whole people, appalled at their enorm• 
ity, demand that they be stopped at once. 

The commission of isolated outrages is not 
what is complained of, but of crimes perpe· 
trated by concert and agreement, by met: in 
large numbers acting with a common purpose 
for the injury of a certain class of citizens en· 
tertaining cert.ain political principles. A mere 
assault and battery, or arson, or murder, done 
with or without premeditation, is a very dif­
ferent thing, and need cause anJl. does cause 
no alarm; nor yet does the more formidable 
existence of local regulators. 1'he law is 
believed to be sufficient to cover such cases, 
and the officers of justice amply able to arrest 
and punish the offenders. But there is a step 
beyond this, which calls for additional safe­
guards to the public, and which seems to be 
unprovided for. Our Government has been 
framed upon the presumption that all the cit· 
izens were well-disposed toward it, and would 
aid it in the administration and execution of 
ihe law, and that each separate community 
would of its own motion arrest and punish all 
criminals. Upon this theory we had acted 
until the breaking out of the rebellion. 

Since its suppression we have drifted back 
to the old position; but find an altered state 
of circumstances, an unusual condition of so­
ciety. We find that the commission of acer• 
tain class of high crimes is not noticed; that 
tho offenders are not arrested, put on trial, or 
punished, as may best suit the people in certain 
districts; that there is no liberty of speech 
or suffrage and no protection to life and prop• 
erty in those places to a.II equally. We find 
that, in consequence of the rebellion and the 
acts of reconstruction, there is a persistent, 
organized effort to overthrow the law by secret 
crimes and by systematic perjury in cases 
of arrest and tdal of those committing them, 
thus eluding the officers of justice. We find a 
society, with well-known names, such as the 
Ku Klux Klaus and the White Brotherhood, 
with officers, with obligations of secrecy, with 
a large membership, nnmberil1g thousands, 
cxt_endiug over counties and over States, whose 
object is to perpetrate these crimes and to 
screen from punishment others who arn guilty. 
We find that this soeiety is politica/ in its 

, llature, is. exclusive in its membership, and is 

utterly hostile to the Republican party and to 
the Union of the States, and that its victims 
are members of that party. • 

We may fairly say that, however bad it may 
be to commit crimes, it is an additional wick• 
edness to conspire together to do so. It argnes 
still greater depravity to organize their com· 
mission into a system, but the very height 
of criminal enormit.y is reached when these 
banded outlaws, with murderous hands, strike 
at innocent and helpless men for merely enter· 
taining certain political opinions. The proof of 
these facts is before the country, and has been 
accumulating from year to year. The occur· 
rences in Louisiana in 1868, resulting in the 
death of two hundred and ninety·se,en persons 
an.d the driving of thousands of ~en from the 
polls by -the Knights of the White Camelia, 
gave astounding proof of the existence of this 
Democratic, secret, murderous society. The 
reign of terror was absolute, and the life of a 
Union man was as a mere straw before this 
ruthless and abominable organization. The 
Governors of Louisiana, Alabama, Arkansas, 
Georgia, Florida, Tennessee, North and South 
Carolina, have invoked the aid of the General 
Government time and again to repress these 
outrages during the years 18Ci8, ISGD, and 1870. 
The officers in cotllmand of the departments of 
the sonthern States all report these organiza­
tious and their fatal fruits. Generals Thomas, 
Mower, Terry, Reynolds, Rousseau, .Meade, 
Buchanan, Canby, Cooke, Hancock, Pope, 
Ames, Sickles, Halleck, and others stand up 
as witnesses against them. The records of the 
War Department are full of these facts. The 
evidence before the Senate committee in refer· 
ence to affairs in North Carolina is an addi· 
tional coulirmation of them. 

The foll<:Jwing is the testimony in the Louis­
iana. election cases, 1868, of General gdward 
Hatch, in charge of the Freedmen's Bureau in 
New Orleans in October and November, 1868, 
as to the crimes in that vicinity committed by 
Democmts on Union men to carry the election 
then: 

"QueBtion. Do you 1·ecognize this report? 
Repo1't of Brevet Ma.for Oene,·al Jlr,tch, A'8istant 

Commissioner J?t•eedmen's Bureau. 

W~\;!ci.·~ii·r;;·;;~;;~iio·i::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 2Rb 
M:tltreatetl ........................................................... 142 

Total ............................................................ 4S9 

"AnBwer. Yes. sir; these are the numbers. No ca.so 
was reported unles.::, it was thoroughly investigated 
and substantiated. We reportecl sixteen killed itt 
St. Landry. Thi~ was considered an cxn.ggera.tion 
by General Rousseau, who sent his inspector, Ca,p­
t:1in !looker. <lown to investigate these 1natters, and 
ho reported five times as many kille<l ns I did. 

·• (Juestion. What color were the 297 killed anti 50 
wounded? 

"Answer. BlR.ck. 
"Question. What period of time does that embrace? 
"An,we,·. Probably one month. 
"Question. l<'or the whole State? 
0 Answer. No, sir; just tho parishes adjacent to 

New Orleans." 
The records of the '\Var Department contain 

reports which I notice brie!ly as follows for 
want of time: 

"November 17, 1868, Genernl George II. Thomas; 
commanding department of the Cumbcrltmd, for· 
war<ls letter of Captain \Villiau1 Folck. inelo,-iing a 
copy of a letter addressed by the Kn Klux Klan to 
Mr. Willard Dr.vis, ofLexington,Kcntucky, in which 
Mr. Davis is warned to leave tho State within thirty 
days, or, if not, he will be hanged. 

·• Captain l!'olck stntes that similar letters were 
sent by the Ku Klux Khtn to Mr. C11ssins, Mr. Good­
loo, Dr.Davidson, and others; that the lives of Union 
men are im)lerilocl; that a few nights ago two men 
were taken from theittil at Nicholasville, Kentucky, 
by an armed force ofsovonty-two men, (mounted ,.ml 
masked,) und wore hanged near tb.o suburbs of the 
town. 

"October 5. 1870, Governor II. Reed, of Florid,1, 
informs tho l'rcsidont of tho United St,ites thut in 
sev~ml counties of tho State the otnocrs of' the l:iw 
aro set at defiance by organized bands of et1emies of 
the Government; tha.t it will tie impossible without 
milititry aid to seou1·0 a fair voto at the election in 
November; requests the presence of at least, five 
corupantes of l•'odeml soldiers with energetic om.eel's, 
to be placed at his disposition for a period not exceed· 
ing four weeks. Seven ·votitions, communications, 
&c., aooompany Governor Rood's letter. 

•· April 30, 1869, Governor W11rrnoth,ol'Louisia,n11, 
in a communication to Gcnernl Mower, cornmaucling 

department of Louisiana, inclosed letter from the 
judge of the twelfth judicial district of the State, 
relative to the crime and lawlessnc,s prevailing in 
the parish of Franklin, and tho necessity' for the 
presence of United States troops there in order to 
secure the enforcement of laws uud the life and 
property of citizens, and states he was constr,.ined 
to inform him that at prcsentthere was no adequate 
protec~ion for the J11w-abiding citizens of that pa.rish, 
it havmg been one of the most turbulen-t in the 

. State, and the• civil authorities were powerless to 
protect them; asked, therefore, that a. company 
of troops be sent to that parish, with instructions 
to sustain the civil authorities. 

"General AMES, in addition to the above, reports 
as occurring since March, 1869, thirty-two murders, 
(including t-hat of Colonel Crane,) thirteen o.ssaulta 
with intent to kill. aud thirteen outrages: states that 
a number of persons charged with corntnitting these 
murders, &c., wero arrested by troops and held at 
different posts for trial by military commission, thir­
teen of whom were ta.ken from his control on their 
application to tho United States .indgc. 

•• Tho report contains reports of post c◊mmanders, 
sheriffs, and others, relating to murders, &c.,.in aggre­
gate as follows: murders, twenty-two, and_ upward 
of forty outrages, (includiug murders.assintlts, arson, 
,lee .. ) the pcrpetrntors, with but few exceptions, 
escaping. 

"J nne 14, 1869, J. De F. Richarcls, professor and 
president pro tcmpore of university at Tuscaloosa, 
Alabama, in a communication addressed to the Sec­
retary of War and bearing the signatures of three 
other professors of that university, states that thete 
exists in that section of the State a most deplorable 
condition of things, those opposed to the measures 
of rcconstrnction as adoptecl by Congress being ex­
ceedingly hostile and bitter u,g<tinst all who may 
differ from them politically, especially against north­
ern meu and tho colored people. 'rbis extreme hos­
tility, it is thought, exhibits itself in frequent acts 
of violence, murder. and assassination, a]).d it is as­
serted that uot less th(Ln twenty good and law-abid­
ing citizens of Tusca.loosa county have b~cn mur­
dered by b,inds ofottllctws within thopastfow months, 
yet not tho firnt step has been taken to arrest and 
punish tho guilty or protect the innocent. States 
that those disloy,il, Dcmocrntic rcconstructionists 
and felons laugh at tho civil authorities n.nd com­
mit murder openly in sight of tho court-house." 

****'1' **** * 
" ,July 20, 186(). D. Woodruff, of Tuscaloosa, Tusca­

loosa county. Abbama. in a letter to the President, 
asks protection n.gn,inst Ku Klux outrages in that 
county; sta.tes that t\otne twerity-six murders h;1yo 
.occnrrcd'in that county within the past few months, 
besides other outn1,ges. and as yet not a single 
arrest; recommends that l'u:-,ca,loosn. county, which 
is the head center of Ku Klux outrages, be put 
under martial l:iw, M it woulcl arrest outrages all 
over tho State anll c,msc some respect for the State 
goverment, a.s it is uL present opeuly defied.'" 

,.Governor Bullock, of Georgia, forwards state­
ments relative to murclers and mpes, outrages by 
Kn Klnx, a-nd the shooting of Warren Hays, col­
ored, near Lexington, Georgia.; n.lso, reporfod .vi'o­
lence and threats and lawlessness in Mitchell county, 
Athens, ancl other parts of Georgia. 

··Letter from Mrs. Senator Aclkins aloout the mur• 
der of her husband. Proclamation ancl rmvard for 
murderers of Dr. Danden, taken from Warrenton 
jail and shot.. Report of investigation by G. W. 
:Fitch, of violcnoc to u. colored woman in Clayton 
county, Georgia,. Complaints of citizens of Morgan 
conn Ly of bands of robbers and assassins. Request 
fur troops to be placed at disposal of sheriff of \Var­
ron county. Reported injustice to negroes in Pike 
county. Death from exposure and neglect of two 
frccclmcn, as given in Sr1Vannah Daily Advertiser; 
attention invited by General 0. O. Howard. Dis­
turbances n,mong workmcri on air-line railway, nea.r 
Atlanta. Danger to lifo and property in Richmond• 
county, near lino of Columbia county. Mr. Bra.sit 
and family forced to flee from Glasscock county. 
L!Lwless condition of affairs along the air-line rail· 
road, and the facts of tho insurrection thereon. 
]facts from Captnin R. JJ. Hull, eighteenth. infantry. 
relative to the murder of Senator Adkins, and 
report from Major Van Yoast, eighteenth infantry, 
same subject. Illegal· arrest and confinement in 
Oglethorpe jail of J,11ncs D. llarclen, colored, and 
many other outruges. 

"May 17, 18ti9, Cliarles W. Amol<l. postmaster >Lt 
Albany, Georgia. petitions the President of the Un\­
tcd States for protection against the Ku Klux Klan, 
which infest th,1t State. States ttiat an attempt has 
been m:vle to I{u Klux him a.t Americus, Georgia, a, 
sm,ill village obout thirty-!\ ve miles from Albany. 
while in the discharge of his duty a.s revenue as­
sesso1·. Further assct·ts th,\t tlw men engaged in that 
n,ttompt nro known to him ttnd his family, as also to 
Colonel W. C. llfo1·rill, revenue collector second dis­
trict Georgia, antl Uuited States Deputy Marshal 
Cox, resilliug at Americus, who will furnish the 
n,unes ot' the parties. if he shoulcl be murdered hore­
after. Bvery Republican, he atlds, is in danger. of 
losing his life. - · , 

"J uirnary, lSil, memorondnw, ·without. siglla­
ture, left nt the War Department, giving the n~Oles 
of sorne of tho persons who have been put to death 
in Alitbaurn within the ll!,St, two .Yon,rA by persons 
wearing the disi,uise of the Ku Klux 'Klan: 

"· 1. Alexander Boyd. esq., white, solicitor for 
Greene county, living n,t Eutaw.,. the couut_y ·s,mt. 
'.l.'aken from his room in the hotel where he was 
boardirur. in. tho night of 11:fay 21, 1870, by n largo 
b0,ud of Ku Klux, and put to deiith. 

"· 2. Guilford Coleman, leading colored man in 
Greene oounty. 
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Mr. COOK. Will the gentleman allow me 
to ask him a question? 

Mr. ELDB.lDGE. Iwishihadtimetospare 
to give to the gentleman. 

Mr. COOK. I will not take more of your 
time than you did of mine. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I have not so many 
minutes at my disposal as you had; but I will 
hear the gentleman's quest.ion. 

Mr. COOK. Does not the gentleman mis· 
represent my argument when he says that I 
acknowledged that a combination to destroy 
rights secured by the United States Government 
is not an offense against the United States? 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I put the question to the 
gentleman whether combination or conspiracy 
was, ipso facto, an offense coming under the 
jurisdiction of the U uited States, and he ex• 
pressly admitted that it was not. But he said 
that .the combination, when it grew and in• 
creased, and became sufficiently strong, might 
produce a necessity which would call for the 
action of the United States Government, and 
especially so when the State authorities should 
invoke the aid of the Federal power. 

Mr. COOK. I stated that an attempt to 
deprive any citizen of a right guarantied by 
the United States Constitution is an offense 
against the United States, and a combination 
to do that is a crime that might be punished 
by the United States laws. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. The gentleman must 
excnse me for interrnpting him ; I have not. 
time to yield further. I have given the language 
made use of in the debate yesterday, the 
answers to the questions which I put, and I 
have given the gentleman the full benefit of the 
statements he made. 

Mr. Speaker, it is clear to me that gentlemen 
on the other side have failed to define this new 
Federal power. They have given us no idea 
nf the extent of jurisdiction, except, as I have 
stated before, in general and glittering defini• 
tions, which have no meaning when you come 
to <tpply them to this bill. I asked my able 
nnd eloquent friend on my right [Mr. BING· 
HAM] to lay. down the second section of this 
bill beside the definition he was giving, and he 
declined to measure it by any such measure. 
He had a right to so decline. But no gentle­
man here, to whom I have listened, has been 
able to define this power, or tell us where it 
ends or where it begins. 

Are we, sir, to trust this great power in the 
hands of one man 'I Some gentleman has said 
that God never made a man in whose hands 
we could trust this power. Sir, if General 
Grant were the greatest man in the United 
States, and I do not think he is; if he were 
the wisest and best man in the United States, 
and I do not think he is; if he were the purest 
patriot in the world, and I do not think he is; 
if he were as pure in heart, as just in feeling, 
as miignanimous in mind, as forgiving in spirit, 
as the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. SHANKS] 
or the gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. 
BuTLER,] and I certainly think he is, I would 
not trnst him with that power. Si1·, it is of 
some interest for us to know in whose hands 
power is placed ; bnt the power proposed by 
this bill should, in my judgment, never be 
conferred.upon any one. 

Mr. Speaker, the quiet and order of the 
people of the southern States since the war 
ended is the wonder of the world. History 
furnishes no parallel. '!'hey have consented 
and submitted to all that has been required 
of them by the conqueror, even to be ruled 
in some of the States by their former slaves. 
They have done all this in the vain expecta· 
tion that they would be met in the same spirit 
of forbearance. They have not been so met, 
and to this fact I aUribute most of the troubles 
that now exist. 

'!'be remedy, in my judgment, is amnesty; 
full, free, universal amnesty. Let the peqple 
of the States alone, let them settle down in 
quiet and peac·e, and all will be well. 'l'bere 
will be no more outrages, no rnore Ku Klux 

Klan, no more disregard of law. Then will 
peace and order again reign in that beautiful 
country. 

[Here the hammer fell.] 
Mr. WILLARD and Mr. VOORHEES next 

addressed the House in remarks which will 
appBar in the Appendix. 

Mr. PERCE. I desire to say a few words 
in regard to my own State, and in answer 
to the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. Voon­
IIEES.] I desire to say that, despite the asser· 
tions of that gentleman, there have been great 
outra.ges committed. There is no doubt that 
in my State men have been killed, whipped, 
scourged, driven from their homes, and hunted 
down like dogs, because of their political 
opinions. The murders and outrages com­
mitted at Meridian, Mississippi, where twenty· 
eight negroes and two white men were killed 
because of their political opinions, are perfectly 
appalling. 

The Governor of the State believes that the 
State government is sufficiently powerful to put 
down these murderous bands and preserve the 
peace, and because of this belief it has been 
charged at the other end of the Capitol, and 
reiterated npon this floor, that he is an apoatate 
to the party which elected him, while gentle­
men on tho other side quote him as authority 
that peace and good order obtain in ivlissis· 
sippi. I tell the gentlemen on the other side 
that Governor Alcorn is uot an apologist for 
crime or violence, whether it be of Ku Klux 
or other origin; and, at the same time, I tell 
my friends on this side that a ten-line telegram 
is not a suflieient authority for them to brand 
a Republican Govemor with apostasy. As was 
shown by my colleague [Mr. BARRY] yester­
day, the riots at Richmond, at New Orleans, 
at Memphiit, all occurred under the adminis­
tration of Republican Governors whose party 
fealty never was or could have been challenged. 
And I claim the same exemption for Governor 
Alcorn in connection with the Meridian riot; 
and as proof of his real feeling in this regard, 
I ask that this official record-not a ten-line 
telegram-his official record as contained in a 
message sent to the Legislature of the State on 
the 1st day of the present month, be read at 
the Clerk's desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
"The speaker laid before the house the following 

message from the Governor : 
" 'lh the Senate an.cl l1ouse of Representatives.-
" GENTLEMEN: While the State gencrul!y enjoys a 

repose unknown to it since the close of the mtr, tho 
recent outrages at Meridian and at a few other phtccs 
on our eastern border point to possibilities which 
demand special measures of detection and punish­
ment. In anticipation of such a necessity, 1 asked 
you in my annual message for ,mthorit,y to deal with 
the crimes of the Ku Klux by an offer of reward as 
high as $25,000, and added, what I now again urge 
upon you earnestly, · that the rewards ottered for 
the detection of men engaged in outrages perpetratcrl 
by what is citlled Ku Klux. in any county, shall, 
when paid by the Exccuti ve, be made a special t:ix 
upon that county." With the ,right to change the 
venue on the part of the State placed in my hands, 
a power which cannot fail in effectiveness will have 
been set in motion with certain success in not only 
detecting and punishing, but to a great extent in 
otherwise preventing tllc outrages of those mid-
night assassins. · 

''To render still more effectivo the a.geneies of the 
government for the repression of organized lawless­
ness on our eastern border, or anywhere else that it 
may show itself hereafter, I invite your attention 
earnestly to my message of the 11th of Pcbruary on 
the difficulties of the auditor of public accounts as 
to the exercise of my power under the militia law. 
The sixth section of tlrnt 11ct authorizes mo to or• 
ganize tho militia, but the auditor thinks he has no 
power to pay tho expenses incurred in that organ­
ization; and, thou1th that question hits been under 
the consideration of your honorable llodies for now 
several ,veeks, I call your attention respectfully to 
the fact that even the accounts of General Stafford 
and Colonel Ireland for services in carrying out that 
org1Lllization remain still unpaid. I urge upon your 
consideration the expediency of settling the aud­
itor's doubts in this matter and of placing it beyond 
question that the authority charged in the letter of 
the htw with the rightofcttlling out the militia shall 
not be excluded from the exercise of that right by 
a cteqial of his power to order payment for even a 
soldier's ration. · 

"Section thirty-five of the militia law gives me 
the power to' organize and equip not to exceed one 
regiment of'cavalry.' With a question ofmy author­
ity to order paymeJ;lt for a single s11ddle 01· a co.,·, 

tridge-box, this conveyance of power becomes a deatl 
letter. I again invite the attention of your honor­
able bodies to this fact; and do so with the earnest 
request that in addition to actual authority to organ• 
ize the militia generally, you give me actual author• 
ity to organize and call into the field a cavalry regi• 
ment of picked men for operation wherever masked 
assassins shall be seen; the cost of the subsistence 
of those troops to be levied as a special tax upon the 
county to which they shall have been called by tho 
appearance of masked assassins. With this power 
made good in my hands, outside any scruples of the 
auditor of public accounts, such tax-payers as shall 
dare to tolerate by their sympathies the perform­
ances of the Ku Klux will very soon find out that 
that toleration will have cost them heavily in penal 
taxes." 

Mr. PERCE. Governor Alcorn believes he 
can sustain and preserve the peace by State 
authority with the grant of powers asked for 
in this message. Admitting for the sake of 
argument, and for that purpose alone, that he 
can, I ask: if it be necessary to resort to such 
extreme measures in a State where we have a 
Rcpublicm1 Governor and State government, 
a Legislature, three fourths of which are Re­
publican, and all the county offices in the hands 
of the party, what will become of the poor loyfll 
Alabamianf! where they have a Democratic 
Governor, Legislatnre, and Government to aid 
and abet in their persecution? I do not agree 
with Governor Alcorn in his belief that he can 
by State authority put down the lawlessness 
and violence in the State. I wish to God I 
could. I believe there must be a power exer· 
cised from without the State to coerce peace and 
enforce the faw. This power can only come 
from and be exercised by the United States, 
and hence the necess~ty for the passage of the 
bill now under discussion. 

And, now, sir, the gentleman from Indiana 
[Mr. VoomrnEs] stands upon this floor and 
stutes that the Republican Governors and 
Legislatures were at fault, because they had 
not asked the General Government for protec· 
tion to the lives and property of the citizens 
of their States; that they were derelict and to 
that extent responsible for the outrages, the 
murders, the whippings. Sir, I ask that the 
following telegram from the superintendent of 
public instruction of Mississippi be read. 

1'he Clerk read as follows : 
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI, Mai•cJ, 29, 1871, 

Hon. G1rn. C. McKEE, Member Hou,e of ]lep,•esenta­
tives, Washington Jlouse: 
House resolution requesting Governor to call for 

troops to suppress violence passed the senate Sat­
urday last. II. R. PEASE, 

Superinter1,d1:.nt of l?duuat,ion. 

Mr. PERCE. Mr. Speaker, I have had no 
desire to address the House upon the bill now 
pending, and did uot enter upon the general 
debate. In the preliminary action preceding 
this measure and this debate, I was, perhaps, 
more active than any other member of this 
Honse, and I was content with the good I 
believe I have done in bringing the whole sub­
ject prominently before the country. If we 
have done nothing else, we have driven tho 
Democracy from their covert of denial and 
concealment. Two short weeks ago and they 
denied the existence of such an organization 
as the Kn Klux Klan. Two short weeks ago 
their leaders declared that the southern coun· 
try was as peaceable, quiet., and orderly as auy 
portion of the whole land of eqnal extent and 
population. Now they admit the existence of 
the villainous organization, and, instead of 
denying, seek to'palliate and excuse, and, by 
denunciation of better men than themselves 
and by calling names, seek to hide the enorm• 
ity and extent of its hideous crimes, violence, 
and bloodshed. . 

Sir, the dens of the Ku Klux Klan have by 
this debate been penetrated by tile light of truth 
and civilization, thei1· heL!ish deeds have been 
arraigned before the bar of public sentiment 
all over the country, North.and South, judg­
ment has been pronounced against them by\ 
the people, and they inevitably must and wilt 
go down, Sir, I venture to assert that for the 
past two weeks there has not been a meeting 
of the Klan in all our borders, and if the Repub• 
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lican party i~ true to itself, to its traditions, 
and to the country, there will never be again. 
I have no fear of the reestablishment of this 
organization. What I ,do fear is, that the 
Democratic party of the North, which for the 
past four years have brought mnrder, rape, 
arson, rapine, and violence in the South to aid 
th.eiq:iartisan purposes, will invent some new 
and,more terriblt1 scourge with which to drive 
the people of the South lately enfranchised 
bodily into the ranks of the Democratic party. 
That they will do it if they cari, without regard 
to the character of the crime to be committed 
or the degree of violence to be used, I have 
not the slightest doubt. It is our duty to pre­
vent all crime and preclude the exercise of all 
violence, and by wise and timely legislation, 
secure peace, tranquillity, and quiet, accom· 
panied by the free and uninterrupted exercise 
of a.II the rights and duties appertaining to 
American citizens throughout the entire coun· 
try, without regard to the condition, race, or 
party affiliation of the individual citizen. To 
this end, I believe the Republicans, not only 
of this House, but of the whole country, are 
bendi11g their best energies, while, in opposi­
tion, the Democratic party now, as in 1861, 
to day under the leadership of the author of 
the Brodhead letter, as they then were under 
the arch-rebel from my own State, are striv­
ing to drag the country back into anarchy and 
confusion and Jly the black flag, with the old 
motto of'" rule or ruin" at their front. 

Mr. Speaker, I have not the time, uor do I 
desire to enter into an argument upon the 
constitutionality of this nieasure. I stand upon 
the broad ground that the Constitution of the 
United States was adopted by the. people in 
order, as its preamble declares, to form a more 
perfect union, to establish justice, insure 
domestic tranquillity, provide for the common 
defense, promote the general welfare, and 
secure the blessings of liberty to the individual 
citizen; and to attain these objects life was 
breathed into the body-politic through the 
executive, judicial, and Jaw-making powers of 
the General Government. If, then, an attempt 
is made to destroy the Union the Constitution 
provides the power to coerce lL union. 

If justice be not properly administered-and 
I care not if it be in oue or many of the States­
ifdomeatic trnnqt1illity ceases, and the blessings 
of liberty, with all its concomitants ofsecnrity 
in life, person, and property, are not estab­
lished and maimained, the Constitution through 
its law-making and administrative powers must 
come to the rescue, or coHstitutional liberty, 
under the law, falls to the ground, the Consti­
tution becomes a myth, and the ltepublic a 
failure. 

'.l'he question before the House is whether 
life and property and liberty are secure in the 
eleven States formerly rebellious. If they are 
not secure, I challenge the other side of the 
House to defend their course for one instant. 
'l'hey dare not assert here that they uphold and 
maintain a reign of violence. They dttrc not 
say they are in favor of a state of society be­
fore whieh, in atrocity, the reigu of terror under 
the first republic of France pales and stands 
back abashed. Their only and sole defense is 
that this state of things does not exist, that all 
the5e titles of murder, bloodshed, and violence 
couiing to us from the South are outrages only 
because they are lies, and when they abandon 
that grouhd they yield the whole question. 
They dare·not openly champion midnight mur­
der, and they dare not here, although they do 
through their organs in the South, apologize 
for crime arid violence. And yet, sir, without 
one word of denunciation beyond the conven­
tional assertion, uttered by ma11y during this 
debate, that "I (the speaker) do, not defend 
outrllge or violenc.e "-yet l say the, members· 
upon the other side are fo1·ced by testfmcrny 
beyond contravention, nay, by the admission 
.of members of their own party upon this floor, 
to,a~mit the existence of the Ku Klux Klan,' 
of the White.Brotherhood, and kindred asso· 

ciations; to admit of murder most foul and 
atrocious, and a state of society in some por­
tions of oui• country but one remove, if, that, 
from utter barbarity. Sir, the Representatives 
of the Democratic party in this House could, 
if they would, stop all these outrages. Let 
them meet in caucus and resolve they shall 
cease, and the effect will be peace froni the 
Potomac to the Gulf. Nay, sir, let the lead' 
ing members of that party write to the leaders 
of the. southern Democracy, privately if they 
choose, that these things must cease, and we 
will have peace. 

But, sir, I have no hopes they will pursue 
this course. The lust of place and power fills 
their hearts. They long to dip their hand into 
the United States Treasury, as their Tammany 
leaders do in the treasury of New York city 
and State ; and to do this they are willing to 
dabble a little deeper in blood. What, then, 
Mr. Speaker, is the attitude of the Democracy 
upon the present bill? Sir, as in 1861, when 
members of the same party left this Hall, with 
tongues blistered by forfeited oaths and con• 
s,ciences aud souls sered by pe1jury, and went 
forth to destroy the Constitution and Govern· 
ment they had sworn to support, now, as 
then, they prate of the Constitution. Let 
murder run riot; let the torch and whip destroy 
the property and mangle the body of the cit­
izen; let the midnight assassin ride through 
the country-side burning and slaying and 
destroying; let life and liberty and p'roperty 
be so insecure that the traveler among the 
Indians upon our western plains is compara­
tively in safety ; let all that make life worth 
living for be annihilated, all that make gov­
ernment a blessing go to the dogs, but save, 
oh, save the Constitution 1 .Away with such 
sentiment I '.l'he Constitution is4compatible 
with the enforcement of peace, good order, 
and domestic tranquillity, or it is not worth 
the saving. 

Mr. Speaker, I will not say whether there 
are or are not members of the Ku Klux Klan 
now in the Halls of Congress, but whether 
there are or are not, their representatives 
rise like a black cloud upon the other side. 
Were it not for the silent snpport of the north­
ern Democracy the organization could not last 
an hour. Were it not for their tacit consent, 
it never would have sprung into being. I 
believe that this order is nothing but the suc­
cessor of the Knights of the Uolden Circle. 
which so hampered the cause of the Union 
during the rebellion. If not conceived in the 
North it has been connived at, fostered, and 
sustained. The great rebellion wonld never 
have come to pass had not the southern Dem­
ocracy believed that the northern Democ­
racy would defend and support their course. 
Upto a certain point, the fighting point, they did 
sustain secession; but when it came to blows, 
how they deserted their allies; and so it is 
noYr. There never would have been a Ku Klux 
Klan if the northern Democracy had not fos­
tered its growth. But now, when its porten­
tous crimes are brought to light, they disown 
their terrible bantliag, and each in his turn, 
as he puts forth his feeble defense, protests 
"he would not; oh, no, he would not for one 
moment defenil outrage and violence!" He has 
defended it. '.l'he Democratic party, its bad 
men and its good men, have stood idly by while 
the hellish dance of' bloodshed and death went 
on, when one word from the party would have 
put the whole thing .down. And I warn the 
northern Democrat that the southern Ku Klux 
will not now accept their weak defense as an 
evidence of .faith or support. ,He is neither a 
fool nor a coward .. Ile fought for his faith once, 
and never flinched; and these milk and water 
platitudes are not the support ·he gives or 
expects to receive from tlie Democracy. · 
, Jlr!r. Speaker, , first or last, these quest.ions 

must beco.me .. national. 'rhe United States 

l, sud.~~nly:enfrj.nch.is .. ed four million slaves! and 
graduall,y,,they h,a~e."bee1t, clothed with a 1 the 
attributes ot· ·eitizen&)iip,, Will the Govern• 

ment ever abandon these citizens to the hostil­
ity of their organized but lawless oppressors? 
lt cannot. They are entitled to the protection 
of the General Government until such time as 
they shall be by education and trainino- ele­
vated beyond the bondage of the mind, a; they 
have been relieved from the bondage of the 
body. That they are fast casting off the old 
inJluences of slavery is a fact patent to all with 
whom they come in contact; but until the last 
vestige of their serfdom in body and in mind 
shall have disappeared forever, the Republican 
party will fail iu the traditions of its past, in the 
duties of the hour, ·aud in the hopes ofa bright 
future, if it does not defend them against all 
comers. 

Mr. BURCHARD addressed the House. 
[His remarks will be found in the Appendix. J 

Mr. HANDLEY. Mr. Speaker, it is not my 
intention to detain the House, but I hold in my 
baud a letter received by due course of mail 
this morning from Hon. J. L. Pennington, whc 
is a Republican member of the Alabama :State 
senate. Mr. Penningten is a leading and in, 
fluential Republican, a gentleman who stands 
high politically with the people of Alabama, 
and I deem this as the highest testimony that 
could be brought before this House from that 
State. I desire it should be read by the Clerk, 
and printed as !I. part of my remarks. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
NE\V' YORK, Ap>·il 5. 1871. 

' DEARSrn: As the Representative in Congress from 
the district in which l reside, I write this letter to 
say that I heartily indorso the views that I under­
stand to have been recently expressed in Washington 
by Governor Lindsay aud Judge Bus teed as to tho 
peaceable condition of Alabama, and to enter my 
protest, as a citizen and as a Republican, against the 
proposed interference by Congress with the interna,l 
affairs of that State.. Any interference by Congress 
or change of jurisdiction in criminal proceedings 
will only tend to aggravate and embarrass and make 
worse the condition of things. . 

What the people of Alabama need and desire, 
with but very few exceptions, is to be let alone; to 
bo left to work, lo raise cotton, build their railroads, 
develop their resources, aucl regain their prosperity, 
1l 1hat thorc have been occasional disturbances and 
somo lawless acts in Alabama no one will deny, but 
these things occur in all the States, and tho only 
womler is that in Alabama it h1'S been no worse. n the friends of Alabama in Congress desire to 
improve her condition, and promote and encouruge 
obedience to law and add to the general prosperity 
aud trnnquillity,lotthem urgetheremovalofall the 
political disabilities imposed by existing laws on a 
portion of her people. Leniency, conciliation. jus­
tice will do more to prevent lawlessness and promoto 
peace in the South, than severity and measures in­
teniled to humiliate and punish. 

Those gentlemen now at Washington urging con­
gressional interference with the local and domestic 
concerns of our State arc not only the worst enemies 
of all our industrial pursuits, but they arc doing 
more than all other enemies combined to destroy 
the Republican party. They are no true represent­
atives of the Republican party. and have no right 
to speak for it; and if Republicans in Congress 
really desire to promote the peace and prosperity 
of the people of Alabama, I beg them to keep hands 
off and let us alone. Any additional interference by 
the General Government with the affairs of Alabama 
will seriously affect our State credit, suspend our 
works of internal irnproveme.nt, and paralyze every 
industry. 

You can make such use of this letter as you think 
pr,9_per. 

Very respectfully, J. L. PENNINGTON. 
Hon. W. A. HANDLEY, Washington, JJ. 0. 

Mr. DE LARGE next addressed the House 
1n remarks which will appear in the Appendix. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH and Mr. BINGHAM 
and Mr. Al\1BLER, by unanimous consent, 
offered amendments to be voted on hereafter. 

Mr. SHELLABARGER. I wish to suggest 
spine verbal amendments if there be no objec-
tion, · 

There was no objection. 
Mr •. SHELLABARGER. I wish to submit 

some verbal amendments to the proposition 
submitted by me yesterday. In the twenty• 
third line, second page, after the word "ver­
dict," .I m·ove to insert the words "present· 
ment or indictment." · 

,The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. :SHELL.A.BARG ER. In the same line, 

after the.word '·' juror,'' .I move to insert the 
words "grand juror. n : . 

The amendment was .agreed fo, 

• 
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